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As we approach the holiday season, I want each of you to know that I am so thankful for you 

and the hard work that you have done to improve education in your communities. I have 

realized your impact by successfully implementing programs and projects that have enhanced 

your communities and made a significant difference in public libraries, education, and literacy. As 

I am more involved in your clubs, I am eager to learn and read your reports on the different 

projects and programs.  It has been my pleasure to attend several club meetings around the 

state. I have learned so many different ideas as I get to speak to many club women that I have 

never met. The MFWC officers are always excited to come to your club. Give us a call. 

 

Within the past few weeks, we have had several great Federation activities. First, I want to resound the thanks that 

President-elect Dr. Carolyn S. Tedford has already conveyed for the success of the GFWC Southern Region Conference in 

Biloxi with the" Magic of Mississippi." I am so honored that fifty-three women from Mississippi participated in this event. I 

was thrilled to carry 844 books and donate a check for  $1100 raised at Junior Fun Night for our libraries up north that 

suffered damage from the tornados in early spring. You ladies hosted our event with grace and volunteerism, which made 

our conference a success. Thank you. 

 

Meri Newell, Vice President and Dean of Chairman, has done an outstanding job this administration to ensure that all of 

our clubs are educated about the importance of reporting and how it makes a difference to show the exceptional 

volunteerism done by members in our great state. Meri has taught the chairman and our members the need to report, 

including challenging areas, and how to ensure our reports are in the correct categories.   If you are unsure where to 

report a program or project, please contact Meri or me. If we do not know, we will find out. Lisa will have the MFWC 

reporting form, including the score card online before Christmas, and we encourage you to complete the form and attach a 

narrative. We need to Report and share your volunteer effects on how your clubs remain successful in their communities.  

Remember to include any organizations that your club partnered with this year.  

 

Please know that I am amazed and appreciate all the activities you have undertaken to promote our public libraries, 

education, and literacy. You ladies genuinely understand volunteerism and will continue to make a difference in our 

communities. MFWC ladies show their purpose and why by always making a difference and living the Volunteer Spirit. 

 

Once again, I appreciate your efforts and know your generosity and kindness will touch many lives. As always, if I can help 

you in any way, feel free to contact me; it is my pleasure to serve as your president. 

 

In Federation Love, 

Theresa Buntyn 

GFWC-MFWC State President 

4ÈÅÒÅÓÁ "ÕÎÔÙÎȟ  

0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ ΨΦΨΨ-ΨΦΨΪ 
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My oh my how time flies!! I am excited to announce that it is time to 

start organizing the 2024-2026 GFWC-MFWC Board. I will be 

traveling to Washington D.C. to attend the GFWC Orientation on 

January 4, 2024. I am looking forward to sharing with you the new 

volunteer opportunities that GFWC-MFWC can accomplish in each 

community throughout the state in April when the 2024-2026 

Administration officially begins.  

 

My goal is that through your support and leadership we will continue 

to increase membership, keep members informed, and inspire and 

empower members to serve. To accomplish this task, I need you to consider serving on the 

GFWC-MFWC Board for the 2024-2026 Administration. Please consider the areas that you 

might want to serve in. If you are currently serving or have served in the past, please be 

aware that there are positions that members can only serve in for two administrations. If you 

have any questions regarding this issue please check our bylaws, contact GFWC-MFWC 

Parliamentarian Suzanne Poynor, Dr. Tammie M. McCoy, or me. I will be emailing and posting 

application information and available positions on the website in the next couple of weeks. 

I appreciate each of you that have already volunteered to serve in the upcoming 

Administration. The success of GFWC- MFWC in serving others is because of each of you. 

Every member counts!!  

 

Thank you for the difference you make in the lives of others. 

 

Wishing each and everyone of you a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

In Federation Love, 

Dr. Carolyn S. Tedford 

$ÒȢ #ÁÒÏÌÙÎ 3Ȣ 

4ÅÄÆÏÒÄ 
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Greetings from your friendly neighborhood MFWC Vice President! It 

is hard to believe that Fall is finally here. Here we are at the beginning 

of another year in which we can think of new ways to serve others and 

be a force for good in our communities.  

As we enter this new club year of service, this Dean of Chairs would 

like to encourage all Club Presidents  to look over the MFWC 

Handbook, that also contains reporting information. In addition, the 

newest Reporting Guide will be up on the website soon. You will be 

able to look in detail at the Reporting Card for 2023 and know for 

sure what the criteria is for the judging of reports. If you have any questions, please contact 

me by email or text so that we can have a conversation.  

As we moved through 2022, many of you found new and creative projects to make a real 

difference in your communities and beyond. .  Keep channeling that energy to consider 

how you can make good connections, partnerships, and collaborations with your townôs 

government, businesses, civic groups, and more to reach even more people and shine a 

light on what Womanôs Clubs can do to make things happen.   

The GFWC Top 10 Projects from each reporting area are available on the GFWC Member 

Portal. If you are in need of new inspiration, visit the portal and take a look at these 

projects. Many of them are things that we can do regardless of club size or money 

available.  Our Poplarville Womenôs Club was recognized for their cemetery monument 

cleaning project last year! 

The main thing to keep in mind with reporting is that it is an ongoing process through the 

year. If you are a chairman in your club, create your report, list your projects as you do 

them, and fill the numbers in as you receive them. If you are a club member, turn in your 

hours, donations, etc. in a timely manner.  It can be as simple as keeping a calendar and 

writing down your club work, hours, money, etc. on the day you participate in club-

sanctioned work.  We are all busy (if you are a clubwoman, you are busy!); just find a way 

that you can keep up with information so that reporting time can be less stressful for all 

concerned. Finally, make sure that what you report is club-sanctioned work that is either a 

new project, an MFWC project, an ongoing project in your club, or one that has been 

approved by your club in the immediate past.  Please do not report church-related 

volunteerism (tithes, teaching Sunday School, singing in the choir, for example) unless it is 

a volunteer project in which the club specifically is a participant (partnering with a church 

for a food bank, for example). 

If you have any questions or ideas about the reporting process, please contact me at 
Newellmf57@gmail.com or 601-307-6004. I will be more than glad to help you.    
 
Have a great Fall! 

-ÅÒÉ &Ȣ .Å×ÅÌÌ 

mailto:Newellmf57@gmail.com
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Joyce Johnston, Southern Region 

President 

Joyce had a full hip replacement on 

Monday, October 30th.  She did well 

through the surgery and was moved to a 

rehab facility.  Thanks to the love and gifts 

from Southern Region Sisters, Tracy 

Johnston upgraded Joyce to a private 

room and got her some new and comfy 

clothes as she embarks on her therapy.  

Tracy says everyone has been really good 

to her and theyôve gotten her up sitting in a 

chair and doing physical therapy.  On 

Friday, she walked 30 feet between parallel 

bars with two people kind of hanging on 

but she did the work.  They are so 

appreciative of everyoneôs support.  

Depending on Joyceôs therapy progress the 

goal is to head home in two weeks when 

they are sure there will be no clotting.  You 

may send cards wishing her a full and 

speedy recovery to 10904 Victoria Arbor 

Way, Temple Terrace, FL 33617. 

 

 

Sullen Brazil, GFWC First Vice-

President  

Dear Members of the Board of Directors,   

  

You may already know of the sad news of 

Billy Brazil, husband of GFWC President-

elect Suellen.  After over 5 years of 

battling many challenging health issues, 

Billy Brazil passed away on Saturday, 

November 11, 2023, at 9:55 p.m. (central 

time zone). He passed at home with 

Suellen, family, and friends at his side.  

 

Please keep Suellen and her family in 

your thoughts and prayers. I have 

included her contact information below if 

you would like to send a card.  

  

Suellen Brazil 

6510 Bay View Lane 

Daphne, AL 36526-4720 

sbrazil@gfwc.org  

  

Yours in Federation Friendship,  

Debra ñDebò A. Strahanoski  

GFWC International President  

mailto:sbrazil@gfwc.org
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