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A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

To all of my Federated Sisters,

Thank you so much for allowing me
the honor and privilege of being youmMissis-
sippi Clubwomaneditor the last 4 years. |
have learned so much about the women and
the clubs of our state. It has been a joy to helg

record all of the wonderful work that has
gone on in our Federation over these last two
administrations!

Just a note about this issue.: At the
time of publication of this issue, we are in un-
precedented times. The influx of the COVID
19 virus has caused everyone in our country
to have to change daily life. Articles were
written in anticipation of our state convention
(which has since been postponed); so, some
the content is not relevant...nonetheless, |
wanted to record the anticipation and pride
our clubwomen across the state had for recogq
nizing our hard work throughout the year.

After this virus is gone, and our life
back
work will continue! I look forward to seeing

goes to énor mal

the revitalization efforts that Federated club-
women everywhere are without a doubt al-
ready planning! Please know that | will be
cheering you on as always!

God Bless & Thank you!
Deana Pittman
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Message from GFWC -MFWC President, Becky C. Wright

Dear Federation Friends,

The 2018-2020 Administration is concluding and as | reflect over
the past two years I am truly amazed at the ways the GFWC-
Mississippt Federation of Women's Clubs has collectively Empow-
ered the Heart to Make a Differencel As we began the administra- |
tion knowing that for over 120 years MFWC had been making an
empowering difference by addressing the diverse needs of our
communities and improving the lives of others, | am pleased to see
that you not only continued that tradition, but looked to the fu-
ture as you embraced the challenge to Detect. Correct. Protect.

For this purpose, during this administration, we put special empha-
sis on continulity in empowering the difference—focusing on
healthy living, empowering our membership, and encouraging life-
long leaming—accepting the realization that to continue our ser-
vice to others, we must first embrace the teachings of Proverbs 4:23
and guard our heart. The President’s Special Project Co-Chairmen
have worked diligently to empower our members with information and encouragement and
along with volunteer opportunities to empower the difference in our membership through the
Seven Grand Initiatives and our empowering service projects at all state meetings have served
us well In creating excitement among our membership who have been cheered on by Mem-
bership Chairman Sherrt E. Reid! Yay! Of course, | would be remiss not to mention the lifelong
leaming through ESO and the President’s Reading Challenge—how empowering was that!

Consequently, the words and statistics of your reports express your efforts and your achieve-
ment. As | read about the ways you empower the difference every day, I was overjoyed—my
cup runneth overl Thanks to Theresa Buntyn, MFWC Dean of Chairman, our judges received
your reports prior to Judging Day to allow them the opportunity to thoroughly study your
good works and review with thelr assistant chairman before finalizing the judging of reports.
By the end of the day, it was determined that ____ clubs had reported ______ Projects;
_____ Volunteer Hours; ____ Dollars Donated; and ________In Kind Donations were
made in 20191 Accordingly, as required by our MFWC bylaws—a CELEBRATION is in order!
Want to Rnow what goes in the blanks? Join me in Vicksburg for the big reveall Let the ad-
venture continuel

As the excitement builds for the GFWC-MFWC 2020 State Convention where we will gather
together in Vicksburg April 23-25, 2020, to celebrate our history and the accomplishments of
this past year, it is my pleasure to invite you to a city full of history! Vicksburg has something
For everyone —if you think that fun can't be found in Vicksburg — just take a quick peek
through my glasses. After all, did | not promise you to have fun during the 2018-2020 Admin-
istration? It's mandatory!

We will begin our adventure with the Pre-Convention Tour on Thursday at 4:00 p.m. Dressed
in white to honor the memory of the women who came before us to empower the difference
with the right to vote, we will begin our tour as suffragists starting at the Hayes-Davis Home
then to the Episcopal Church and ending at the Duff Green Mansion to honor our GFWC
President-elect Marian St. Clair with a reception just prior to our Board Meeting. As a re-
minder, the MFWC Board Meeting is open to all members. The Official Opening of the 2020
MFWC State Convention will be Friday morning at 9:00 with the business sesston followed
by the GFWC Signature Program Luncheon featuring Selikra Corley-Funchess speaking about
her personal experience with Human Trafficking. Friday afternoon we will continue with our
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Message from GFWC -MFWC President, Becky C. Wright (continued)

project and awards. Friday night, donning our crowns and sashes in the fun pageantry of
Miss Mississippl, we begin the night with a social gathering to allow everyone the oppor-
tunity to meet GFWC President-elect Marian St. Clair and have official district photos
made prior to the keynote address and the Installation of the 2020-2022 MFWC Officers.
Our Prayer Breakfast on Saturday morning will feature Rebecca Turner, Registered Dieti-
tian and host of Good Things with Rebecca Tumer, followed by the Memorial Service cel-
ebrating the lives of those members who have passed away since the last state conven-
tion. Following the Prayer Breakfast, we will continue with the awards, including the an-
nouncement of Clubwoman of the Year, Juniorette of the Year, and Club of the Year. As
you can see we have packed our 2020 MFWC Sate Convention with both celebration and
adventure. How empowering is that? Please see the Official Call in this issue of your Mis-
sissippt Clubwoman magazine; —you don't want to miss a thing!

Undoubtedly, Vicksburg is full of adventure— the Mississippt River, museums, art, shopping,
clvil war, casinos, tour homes, spas, great food, and GHOSTS! Located on the Mississippl
River, Vicksburg oozes history and mystery, but also offers heart healthy bike and walking
trails! Granted, you may not be up for a bike or walk along the river, therefore you may
choose to check out a walk downtown to tour an art gallery or visit the Coca-Cola Mu-
seum! Additionally, shopping opportunities await you in the downtown district—from ec-
lectic boutiques to antique shops, finding ways to leave your financial mark in VickRsburg is
easy. Nonetheless, if %ou are not into shopping, you may want to check out the Vicksburg
National Military Parr to see the site of the American Civil War Battle of Vicksburg —
walk, bike, or you certainly could choose the self-guided driving tour. Did you know that
the Vicksburg National Military Park is home to the second largest national cemetery in
America? However, if history is not on your agenda, VickRsburg has something for every-
one. Furthermore, the choice is yours whether you choose to visit the casino or save your
dollars for “opportunities to own” — just be sure to find your way back to the convention if
you hit the jackpot and empower the difference for others! Vicksburg has so much to offer
that you may decide to stay an extra day and relax at the spa before heading home. Fi-
nally, no trip to Vicksburg would be complete without hot tamales from Solly's and pecan
pie from Anchuca —best pecan pie everl See why | need to choose the walking tour along
the Mississippt River? So, come early and stay late —just make sure to show up for the ad-
venture and celebration!

As | close in writing my final Mississippt Clubwoman magazine article as your state presi-
dent, I am continuing to reflect on the amazing support for the President’s Special Project,
“Empowering the Heart to MakRe a Difference: Detect. Correct. Protect.” and always will |
remember the difference that each of you have made in my life. To the Executive Commuit-
tee, the Executive Board, and our membership, thank you, from the bottom of my heart,
For your efforts, your kindness, your volunteer spirit, the adventure, and most tmportantly
For empowering the difference.

In Federation love,
Becky




Administration Accomplishments: 2018-2020

Encouraging all members to embrace the history within, MFWC graciously put out the
welcome mat at our beantiful Headquarters, most notably welcoming GFWC
International President Mary Ellen Brock. In additional to regular meetings, eight
events were held at Headquarters as well as our welcoming guests for a two-page
feature in Find It In Fondren magazine and the presentation of the Mississippi Digital
Library 2019 Cultural Heritage Digitization Award.

Amended the Constitution and Bylaws to reflect changes resulting from redistricting
and amended Standing Rules pertaining to the Hebron Memorial Scholarship to
clarify.

In support of the President’s Special Project, MFWC approved a Resolution for
presentation to the GFWC Resolutions Committee. After consideration, the GFWC
Resolutions Committee will be proposing the resolution at the 2020 GFWC Convention
as an amendment to 013-540 Tobacco and Young People.

Building on the reinstating of the ESO Charter, the President’s Reading Challenge was
established with monthly President’s Picks plus four selections from Reading to
Children to allow members “Reading with the President” to complete the required
reading to become a member of ESO within the year.

Established a Mississippi affiliate with I Support the Girls that allowed members to
embrace the GFWC Signature Program to provide bras and hygiene items to those in

Hosted Domestic Violence: KNOw More to bring awareness and provide education on
prevention for the GFWC Signature Program incloding planting purple pinwheels on
the Headquarters lawn.

Chartered one General Club, Leading Ladies, consisting of GFWC LEADS Delegates
and one Juniorette Club.

Focusing on Leadership, held an Incoming Leaders Training at the beginning of the
administration for club presidents, district officers, and state chairmen and two MS
LEADS Seminars open to all members.

To enhance our communication, officers visited almost every club in our state to build
relationships, share knowledge and encourage leadership. Additionally, MFWC
continued to publish two Mississippi Clubwoman magazines and nine editions of The
Heartbeat —our GFWC-MFWC Newsletter.

Empowering the heart to make a difference, MFWC embraced the Seven Grand
Initiatives of GFWC International President Mary Ellen Brock, reminding GFWC and
the world that Mississippi is the most charitable of all states. By implementing a
service project at each state meeting and event, Mississippi not only supported the
Seven Grand Initiatives, but also reflected on MFWC Past President’s PSPs to remind
members of the ways MFWC has a longstanding history of empowering the difference.



Message from
GFW@JFWC Presidentlect Sherri Reid

MFWC Clubwomen are the best!! Thank you for being such dedicated VOLUN-
TEERS. Our membersdé involvement in our MFWC pr o]
pride and commitment in our organization.

Membership is the key to meeting our MFWC goals. Our membership contest is

coming to an end. All clubs have until April 4 to add members and win that

MONEY!!! By growing new members, we make our Federation strong like the

tree. | am anxious to hear who will be the winners of the Membership Contest f
cash rewards!!!

To the delight of us all, Spring is right around the corner! This Spring, the slogan is

0Grow Membersd6é. Membership must be a priority. W
reasons, such as, to make new friends, have fun, feel needed, accomplish something
worthwhile, and contribute to the greater good.

our present members engaged using their skills and creativity as they enjoy a

friendly and respectful atmosphere. Then, what better way to find new members

than those who are attending a meeting, fundraiser, or community event. Seeing

member sd enthusiasm and enjoyment as they make a
ty will surely o0Grow New Members! é

Our Convention in April will be a wonderful time to cele-
brate the successful projects and programs of our MFWC
CLUB MEMBERS! | hope to see you at your District Con-
ventions in Meridian, Bude, and Pontotoc....and, of course
at our State Convention in Vicksburg!! Make your reserva-
tions now!




GFWC -MFWC Secretary,
Frances Brown

The beautiful MFWC tteadquarters was the setting for Winter Board and Judging
Day February 22, 2020. It was decorated with a heart theme depicting the
President’s Special Project. Forty-eight members were present with President
Becky C. Wright presiding. Inspiration was given by Rose Mary Shefton, MFWC
Chaplain: /& Time for Everything.

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America was led by Betty
ttarpe, State Institutions Chairman.

President Wright recognized members who serve on the GFWC Board, the MFWC
Executive Officers, and GFWC-MFWC Past Presidents, and new board member,
Minetta Veazey, Florentine Evening Club, appointed as ttome Life Chairman.

Reports were given by MFWC officers and Chairman. Reports were also given by the Finance Commit-
tee, Executive Committee, and Long-Range Flanning Committee with action taken for recommendations.

Membership Chairman Sherri €. Reid reported that MFWC has 822 members in 39 general clubs and 172
Juniorettes in 10 clubs.

Lisa McGee, Nominating Committee member, suomitted the following slate of officers to be presented for
election at the State Convention in April, 2020: Theresa Buntyn, President-slect, GFWC-MFWC Decatur
Woman’s Progressive Club; Carolyn Tedford, Vice President, Poplarville Woman’s Club; Deana Pittman,
Recording Secretary, GFWC-MFWC Batesville Woman’s Club; and Belinda Peacher, Treasurer, GFWC-
MFWC Florentine tvening Club.

Terrie Whitehurst shared highlights from the 2019 Southern Region Conference in Charleston, South Car-
olina, including the Tea Plantation Tour and the dinner cruise. The greatest highlight was the election of
Tammie McCoy as Southern Region Treasurer.

[nvitation to the 2020 MFWC State Convention in Vicksburg was extended by Belinda Peacher. The Call
to Convention was distributed, along with Convention Ad forms and hotel information.

Theresa Buntyn, Dean of Chairmen, explained guidelines for judging reports.
The Collect was led by Cindy ttolcomb, Legislation and Public Policy #ssistant Chairman.
Trace was given by Becky Watkins, Quitman Woman’s Club, followed by a delicious catered lunch.

The afternoon service project consisted of packing fifty nonperishable meals to be distributed to those
affected by the recent flood.

The afternoon was spent judging reports.
Thank you for the honor of serving as your MFWC Secretary.

frances 1. Brown,
MFWC Recording Secretary



District President Reports:

add, honestly, every club in my district are

winners. You continue to succeed in your

communities with worthy and generous pro-
. ol = |]jects that make it a better place. You contin-

ue to strive to do better than the Iast time. You all are AMAZING! No doubt

about it. Each club member should be proud to be a part of this district and this

federation. We shine BRIGHT!

Speaking of district, | am working on your convention to be held in Pontotoc at
West Heights Baptist Church on March 14. Jenae Weeks, the general chair with

t he Pontotoc Womands Club, has proven herself as
| ar organizer! Thank goodness O0cause someti mes
your guiding |ight. And to the other hostess cl

20™ Century Club, and New Century Club of Calhoun City, for all your hard work.
You all are OUTSTANDING!

My friends, can you believe the time is up? We have marked off dates. We have
finished projects. We have submitted our times and our efforts. | am so proud! |
am so starry eyed to think | have been at the head of this celestial group who con-
tinue to be guiding lights within their communities, counties, state, federation and
country and to one another.

Thank you, every one of you, for allowing me the opportunity, and having faith in
me , to be your first Northern District
lights.

Continuing to send my love to each and again, you all ROCK!

Amy

OTRUST I N THE LORD WITH ALL THI NE HEART,

THI NE OWN UNDERSTANDI NG. 6 PROVERBS 3:5

Presi den

AND LEA



District President Reports (continued):

Belinda Peacher, Central District President

Well, my Central District train is swiftly approaching its

final destination! It is with excitement that we prepare to

pull into the station at Meridian for the Central District
Convention at The MAX on March 7! Get ready to be blown

away with this new innovative museum dedicated to Mis-
sissippi Art! You dondt want to
Quit man Womanos Cl ub, Enterprisdj
Fortnightly Club of Meridian are putting together a great
convention! We hope to see you all there! (See all the excla-
mati on points! Thatds how excited | am!)

The Central District is also busy preparing to host the MFWC State Convention in
hi storic Vicksburg at the Vicksburg Convention C

dent Wrightds thunder, but | will tease you with
toric city tour on Thursday leading to an elegant Board meeting at a historic city

mansi on. Youdl I have a chance to celebrate a 10C(
ry. You could even get odressedo6 for this event

own. Be sure to book your room at the Margaritaville Hotel soon! See you there!

I would like to thank all the Central District Clubwomen for your support the past
t wo years. I coul dndét have done it without you a
and community improvement!

All aboard the final leg of the trip!

Belinda Peacher

2018- 2020 Central District President
601-291-6937
bbpeacher@gmail.com
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Submitted by

MFWC has been very busy this past year raising awareness about heart disease and supporting the Americ
Association in creative and impactful ways! We wanted to share some of our favorites!

1 20 clubs reported designating a club meeting to the President, AHA representative, or a health care profe
al delivering a heart healthy program.

T 9 clubs reported oOraising their voiced by pa

T 11 clubs reported receiving a proclamation f
claring February Heart Month and Feb 1 as National Wear Red Day.

1 14 clubs reported presenting health moments at club meetings.

The Decatur Womanods Pr o dileéelsruary meetihh! ThHey itvited MFAVC YPiEESR Y
dent Becky Wright to speak about her PSP, had a cardiologist speak about how woman can guard and take
their heart health, had a meditation on the topi
AHA with their Yellow Box Donation at that meeting alone.

Florentine Evening Club had their members bring heart healthy food donations for their local food pantry. Ex
ples of items brought were cheerios, oatmeal, and black beans. Their club also made a $500 donation to the

Florentine Club reported that thanks to all of the information about heart health and the importance of quick
sponse, a memberds daughter survived a heart att
ER immediately!

gh Womands Club p
e n

ams on women
r members atte I

classes/ he

Qui t man Womands Club had a Wear Red Day for the
they distributed material about the Go Red for Women Movement. They also had Compass Home Health pe
form Womeno6és Heart Health screenings at their en
was informed that she had an irregular heartbeat. The next day, she was referred to her doctor, who discove
that there was an issue with her heart. She immediately underwent heart surgery! This lady is very thankful t
PSP and endorses it as a lifesaving program from which she greatly benefited!

Present Day of Union Club prepared heart healthy snacks for the health fair at their local public school.

The Fine Arts Club of Bruce held a salad luncheon with the benefits from the fundraiser going to the MS Che
of the American Heart Association in honor of the PSP. They raised $1,196.15 through this event. They also
sored a health fair where attendees received information about heart health, health screenings, nutrition assi
ments, blood pressure checks, fithess assessments, a blood drive, among other things. In collaboration with
University of MS, a survey was given to attendee
tendee took the survey, they were given a $10 gift card to a local grocery store.
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