
The mission of the GFWC-Mississippi Federation of Womenõs Clubs, Inc. is an organization of 

women whose goal is personal enrichment leading to volunteer service that benefits the community, 

state, nation and world. 

 

Founded on May 25, 1898 and a member of the General Federation  

of Womenõs Clubs Since 1904. 
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Plant  Recycle  Pick It Up  

A Message From Sherri E. Reid 
Greetings Club Members of MFWC! 

 

I am very excited for you to see and enjoy this monthôs Heartbeat newsletter.  Lisa Harris 

has outdone herself by picking out my favorite things to share with you!  Books, Libraries 

and Litteréor picking up litter.  

 

Although I love trees and recycling, litter has become very important in my day.  If you are 

in Petal you may see my car stop at any given moment on the side of the road to pick up 

litter.  If you are shopping with me, I may not walk directly to my car but through the 

other side of the parking lot to pick up someoneôs leftover Styrofoam box of dinner left 

there for the birds or rodents to forage through?!   

 

I hope that through everything we learn and experience the next year 2 months that we 

gain insight into the world we live in and how to preserve it for generations.  I hope each 

of you will become passionate about sustaining our world. 

 

As you continue through this newsletter Theresa Buntynôs heartfelt letter is full of 

awesome news, regarding our membership.  As we are sad of the decline of club members, 

we can also rejoice in the plan of action coming from GFWC and being implemented by 

Theresa and our members throughout the state.  I know we have a plan and we will grow 

our members.   

 

Get those elevator speeches out and talk to everyone you meet about the great club and 

federation you belong to.  If we talk about all the great projects and programs, we stand 

for, why would any likeminded person not want to be a member of your club or MFWC?  

Thank you for all each of you do for our organization and continue to do.  We are GFWC 

and proud! 

 

Do something today that your future self will thank you for!! 

 

In federation service, 

Sherri 
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GFWC Womenõs History and Resource Center 

B  Twentieth-first President of the MFWC from Indianola, MS.  

B  The theme of her administration was, òInvesting in the Future.ó 

 

Highlights of this Administration  

Â Mrs. Nash at the time of installation as the twentieth-first MFWC President was the youngest state president in 

the history of the General Federation.   

Â Highlights from the forty first annual convention of the MFWC held in Tupelo, MS on October 31 - November 2, 

1939 with Mrs. E. B. Nash presiding.   

¶ At this convention, the MFWC was comprised of two hundred forty-five clubs and a membership of 5,877. An 

increase of ten new clubs and two hundred one new members was reported.  

¶ All of the departments reported at this convention on the club work throughout the state.   

§ Of particular note was the work of the International Relations Department.  Mississippi had received 

national recognition by placing second in the General Federation in Essay, Panel Discussion and One-Act 

Play Contest.   

§ The Education Department reported that many districts were now awarding college scholarships in 

addition to the Hebron Memorial Scholarship which the MFWC supported.   

§ The Child Welfare Committee reported on preschool clinics, free dental work for the needy, funding for 

health nurses and providing free lunches for needy children.   

§ One project of the Conservation Committee was to make the study of conservation compulsory in the 

schools.  

¶ The Federation recommended the extension of library services and the employment of trained librarians.  By 

working with the Legislature, clubs helped secure funds for the operation of the state Library Commission.  

Â Highlights from the forty second annual convention of the MFWC which was held in Jackson, MS in November 

1940 with Mrs. Nash presiding.  

¶ This convention featured a Golden Jubilee Celebration of the organization of the General Federation of 

Womenõs Clubs.  

¶ A number of resolutions resulted from this convention.  They included endorsement of the Library Legislative 

Program of 1940, which called for increased support for the Library Commission, state aid and certification of 

librarians; urging support of an appropriations bill to support alcohol education; urging passage of a bill to 

eliminate billboards from state highways; endorsement of a movement devoted to improving all state libraries; 

and the promotion of the use of more products, calling for a cotton Christmas.  

"A History of the Mississippi Federation of Women's  

Clubsò 
 

Administration of Mrs. E. B. (Gladys) Nash 

1938 - 1940 

Source: ñA History of the Mississippi Federation of Womenôs Clubs 1898-1998ò by Tommye Hogue Rosenbaum, 
1998, Commemorating The Centennial of the Mississippi Federation.  Published by the GFWC Mississippi 
Federation of Womenôs Clubs, Inc., 2407 North State Street, Jackson, MS 39216.  Copyright 1998 by Tommye 

Hogue Rosenbaum for the Mississippi Federation of Womenôs Clubs, ISBN: 0-935515-32-1.     
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GFWC Advancement Plan - Membership  

Greetings club ladies.  First of all, I would like to express my gratitude to our volunteers 

across the state that have continued to serve your community and help others during 

this last yearôs pandemic. It has been a very challenging year, to say the least, for our 

club ladies, families, towns, communities, businesses and friends.  The words normal or 

usual were seldom used during the last year. We have lost loved ones in our clubs, 

families and community. Broken hearts, sorrows, fear, fatigue, political unrest and isolation has made a major 

impact across our state and nation.  I was reminded yesterday of a quote from Martin Luther King Jr., ñIf you 

can't fly then run, if you can't run then walk, if you can't walk then crawl, but whatever you do you have to keep 

moving forward.ò  

 

To remain resilient in our clubs and communities we have to continue to move forward.  Itôs been great to see 

the strong response, clubs have shown by pursuing opportunities as quickly are revealed. Many clubs have 

shown some outside the box thinking with meetings.  Our club meetings now have a different look. Ladies 

spread out in larger areas, wearing mask and ensure food is individually packed. Many of our clubs have 

embraced technology and are meeting by zoom or Facebook live. There are clubs that have drive- by meetings 

which have proven successful.  Our clubs planted trees, recycled and picked up litter. Clubs members 

supported domestic violence, public issues, legislative events, sewed mask, bought groceries, provided 

individual wrapped meals and so many other acts of service.  

 

Our GFWC Mississippi is a wonderful organization whose beauty is magnified by unity and diversity. Shelli 

Fehr, GFWC Membership Committee Member in the GFWC January newsletter reminded us ñBuilding 

Membership Connections Is an Ongoing Effort 

 

Fehr reminded us that now more than ever, it is important for clubs to strengthen connections with seasoned 

members and build them with new ones. Connections to GFWC and clubs will be strengthened if the following 

are practiced. Additional comments are added in italics for our Mississippi clubs.  

 

1. Connection through communication. The number one way to keep members engaged is 

communication. Communication can be written, verbal, remote, or in-person, and it must be 

appropriate for the member, Facebook, twitter, iPhone, tablets or onsite social distancing.  

2. Connection through club occasions. Events should be frequent, planned, and conveyed to all members. 

Even though meeting may look different our 

clubs still need to support our programs; Adopt a 

Highway, I Support the Girls, Youth Art virtual 

exhibits, Heart health programs, supporting 

cancer patients and so many other events.  

3. Connection through crafty introductions. 

Allow time for members to talk about themselves 

at each meeting and submit a short bio and photo 

for the newsletter or Facebook page. This 

leadership technique also puts a face to a name. 

Share events or members serving on Facebook 

and twitter. Remember to mention the name of 

the member and the club name.  

(Continued on page 7) 

Membership 
Message from GFWC-MFWC President-elect Theresa H. Buntyn       
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4. Connection through caring. Remember shut-ins or non-active members with a gift, card, or call. Call or 

contact our club members that have been isolated or with no family due to risk of travel in the 

pandemic.  

5. Connection through creative contributions. Ask for member suggestions at each meeting. Remember, we 

are all learning as we go! Club Presidents check the temperature on your members. Listen to their ideas 

or suggestions.  

 

It is not too late for clubs to participate in GFWCôS 

ñHATS OFF TO MEMBERSHIPò RECRUITMENT 

CAMPAIGN. This is a year-round process with a focus 

on new members.  Clubs can plan creative membership 

recruitment campaigns and events around the many 

national Awareness issues and commemoration days 

that are aligned with GFWC Special Programs and 

Community Service Programs. The possibilities are 

endless when we look for diversity. 

 

I encourage all of our Mississippi clubs to be 

reminded of what a great volunteer 

organization MFWC is and the great volunteer 

work that we do in our communities.  

 

Even though the last year was a tough 

challenge, I call on you, as well as myself, to 

remember ñthe heart of a volunteer is not 

measured by size, but by the depth of the 

commitment to make a difference in the lives 

of others.ò   One member can truly make a 

difference in your club and the lives of others.  

 

Please do not hesitate to email me at 

mfwctab@gmail.com or call me  

601-562-6547 with any questions. 

 

In Federation Love, 

Theresa Buntyn 

GFWC-MFWC President-elect 

(Continued from page 6) 

GFWC Advancement Plan - Membership  

 

December, January, and February 

M˅ˎ˔ˏ˒ˉˎˇ  

ñBUILDING the CONNECTIONò 

Report due March 1 

  

 

March, April, and May 

R˅˃ˏˇˎˉ˔ˉˏˎ 

ñCELEBRATING THE VICTORIESò 

Report due June 1 
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GFWC Advancement Plan - Leadership  



 Page 9 

 

GFWC Advancement Plan - Leadership  



Page 10 

 

GFWC Advancement Plan - Leadership  



 Page 11 

 

GFWC  

In Case You Missed It 
(ICYMI)  

Source: GFWC News & Notes, February 4, 2021 

Volunteers in Action 

This week's GFWC Blog features the GFWC Cosmopolitan Club of Petal (Mississippi).  See article below.  

GFWC Cosmopolitan Club of Petal (Mississippi) 
 

Members of the Education and Libraries Committee with 
the GFWC Cosmopolitan Club of Petal (Mississippi) 
helped develop a lending library called ñRinse and Readò 
at a local laundromat in Petal. The library was made out 
of a re-purposed newspaper dispenser, which was 
purchased from a vintage store and transformed by the 
Petal School District maintenance department. A shelf 
was added to fit inside and it was filled with childrenôs 
books. The collection includes both Spanish and English 
books to reach the growing Hispanic communities in the 
area and school district. Club members began collecting 
the books early last year. 

Children are encouraged to return the books to the lending library, and books will be replenished or 
repaired each month as needed. A sticker also will be adhered inside each book with information about 
the importance of reading and visiting the public library for more books. 

The ñRinse and Readò project was made possible by a partnership between the GFWC Cosmopolitan Club 
of Petal and Excel By 5, an early education program that promotes early childhood education, resources, 
and parent education. 


