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A Message From Becky C. Wright

Dear Federated Friends,

What an honor it is to address you for the first time in print! The
past four weeks have been positively surreal, and it took several
for reality to set in that | had been entrusted with such an estee
honor of serving asthe GFW®i s si ssi ppi Fed
Clubs President. Encouraged by the-tifenging superwomen wh
have traveled this journey before me, surrounded by the great
balance of enthusiasm and wisdom from the most amazing
Executive Committee, with reinforcement from a dedicated
Executive Board, and encircled with over 1,100 eager Mississi
Federated volunteers, the path ahead and the empowering
difference our federation will make, hopefully will change your lite
just as much as it has changed my life.

| had the honor, or maybe it was the duty, of speaking to our local Rotary Club this week. My husb
a Rotarian, introduced me in my new positio
when | represented Mississippi as the LEADS Delegate. My first response was thatytea thmb
needed some explaining! My maiden name is Crabb. So, referencing the Alex and Ani analogy of
explained that | had taken a roundabout way of travel, taking a sabbatical to hone the skills that |
thought were necessary to lead in this capacity and to become worthier of such an honor, and the
a flash, I fell asleep on a Saturday night and awakened the next morning in a trajectory mode. | ha
reached my intended destination, with still much to learn, however, finding my true path, on an
interesting journey, but hopefully always staying true to myself.
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As | mentioned in my opening remarks in Gulfport as your Incoming President, | was born a wandg
filled with wonder. Your invitations to speak at your clubs and install your officers this past month
certainly fed my yearnings as | have wandered all across our great state seeing all the wonder tha
clubs are doing to improve the quality of life by empowering the difference. Your invitations thus fa
have afforded me the opportunity to see the work being done in Decatur, Raleigh, Eupora, Calhou
City, Crystal Springs, Petal, luka, Bruce by way of Okolona, and Florence, and many more have y
name and a date in my planner. How exciting and how thankful | am to have the opportunity to lea
from you. It is my goal for the next two years to vi8id @&d volunteer with each club, not only
attending formal meetings, but also being a volunteer in one of your service projects. | may not be
sharpest knife in the drawer, but if you show me my assignénéhévill be up for the task!
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| have been both surprised and amazed at t hg
Speci al Project, OEmpowering the Heart to M3a
thankful that we have started the conversation, that we are Getting our numbers, that we are Own

our lifestyle, that we are Raising our voice, that we are Educating our federation, friends, and fami
0/ 2y oy dzSRO



GFWC-MFWC Headquarters
2407 North State Street
Jackson, Mississippi 39216

2018-2020 Elected Officers

Becky C. Wright Theresa Buntyn
President Vice President, Dean of Chairmen
GFWC-MFWC Fine Arts Club Decatur Womands Progre
of Bruce, Central District

Northern District
Frances H. Brown

Secretary
Sherri E. Reid GFWC-MFWC Twentieth Century Club of
President -elect, Advisor to District Bruce,
Presidents and State Membership Northern District
Chairman
Cosmopolitan Club, Diane Rouse
Southern District Treasurer

GFWC-MFWC Florentine Evening Club,
Central District
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that we are Donating through MFWC to the American Heart Association. May was a great month to
kick off our efforts with Stroke Awareness Mol
Health Week, and we must go forward with that knowledge as we continue to guard our hearts.

Additionally, our clubs have embraced the two areas of special emphasis that | mentioned at state
convention: continuing to grow our membership and encouragingdolifg learning through Epsilon

Sigma Omicron. ESO is an honorary educational society open to afigpeta paying GFWC

federated club members and creates an additional area of volunteerism for our members. What | was
not totally expecting is how the enthusiasm o0\
identifying prospects for membership! Ladies, this is just the tip of the iceberg, as the more we share
with others, and the more that we encourage and root for each other, the more we will see that by
empowering others, we are empowering our federation.

Speaking of empowering others, GFWC has had atongme par t ner shi p with H
Leadership and MFWC is a strong supporter of HOBYOBY 6 s mi ssi on i s to in
global community of youth and volunteers to a life dedicated to leadership, service, and
innovation.Consequently, as MFWC President, | will be serving on the Mississippi HOBY Board of
Directors for the next two years. Along with Belinda Peacher, | am very excited to have the volunteer
opportunity to represent MFWC at the upcoming HOBY Mississippi Leadership Seminar in June. Many
of our clubs have sponsored high school sophomores and hopefully several of our Juniorettes will be
representing their schools.

You will hear more about HOBY and our other GFWC Partners at Summer Institute on JéllwBé&n

we meet at the Mississippi Library Commission in Jackson. Summer Institute is such a great way to
learn more about our federation, pick up on ideas to take home to your local communities, and to get
to know your fellow clubwomen. Be on the lookout soon for the Call to Summer Board and Summer
Institute and make your plans to attend so that you may begin your adventure. My hope is that at the
end of the next two years, we can all look back and say that we have learned something new, found
our courage, taught someone else a new skill, encouraged someone else, and truly Empowered the
Heart to Make a Difference.

Always remember that life begins at the end of your comfort zone, so have courage and serve as if no
one is watching obét record those hours!
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Message From Tinker Forrester

Dear Federation Friends,

| am so grateful to each of you who encouraged and supported
during the 20162018 GFWCMFWC administration. My time
spent serving as the President of GFW@-WC was a whirlwind
of activity and, if | had it
thing. | will admit that, in the beginning, | had grandiose plans t¢
keep meticulous records of all the hours and miles spent taking
care of Federation business. However, with each new day brin(
some little something, the days melded into weeks and then
months and before | knew it, the time had come to pass the Pi
and Gavel.

Sometimes in life you have to learn to not sweat the small stuff ESPECIALLY when your goal is bé
accomplished WITHOUT you documenting every little detail!

A dND

My Pr esi dent GOEXPRRSSXouesélf! AR Prograshadta twefold mission. The first
was to raise awareness that everyodéncluding those individuals with physical challeddesve the
ability to be creative in some form or fashion and | believe the significant increase in reporting in t
Arts CSP is a testament to the fact that MFWC clubs embraced the concept. Secondly, | was co
ted 8 with the Executive Board approvato raise $25,000 to fund the firgéver endowment for the
program, whichd there agaird was evidenced at State Convention with the presentation of a symbo
check for $30,337 to Judy Duncan who oversees the program.

<

The other thing that | held high hopes for was to see the MFWC organizational structure be updats
going from 5 to 3 Districts. We were able to see the culmination of this plan at the 2018 State Co
vention with the installation of the new Northern, Central and Southern District officers. My hat is
to all of those that helped to bring the plan to fruition.

During the 20162018 administration, clubs around the state reported the following:

8,912 Programs & Projects; 387,999 Volunteer Hours; $589,941.50 in Dollars Donated; $944,779.
Dollars in InKind Donations; $215,321 Raised; $177,619.50 Spent and 1947 Books Read. Thank
all the clubs that reported and | encourage even more clubs to, at least, send in statistical informat
the future in order for MFWC to have an even better understanding of the amount of time, energy
money that is expending in all of our communities around the state that have active, federated clul

All'in all, I can truly say job well done by a wonderful, volurieémded group of women that | am
proud to call my friends.
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Forever Informing Minds and Inspiring Hearts Together!
Tinker



New Districts for GFWC -MFWC

Committee, after long discussions and several meetings, found
that it would benefit the GFW@EMississippi Federation of Wom- N
ends Clubs, Il nc. to divide ou e
The reasons for redistricting are as follows. Membership in ser-
vice organizations has declined steadily for several decades. Thiy
has certainly been true with GFWC and within Mississippi. Some
districts have suffered more than others. Clubs have, for various
reasons, ceased to meet and many clubs have declined in mem- District Il
bership. This has created an imbalance in the districts and places
an extreme hardship on a small district to be successful particu District V
larly when it comes to hosting district and state conventions.

The Long Range Planning Committee met several times to a District |
dress this issue and worked out a plan for creating Nnew distriCtS,,c yssssip rederation of
that would be as equal and fair as possible. Every possible con- e cubs.

sideration was given to proceeding with redistricting in a way sy 2016

that would be fair to all. . L
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The proposal was to create three new districts geographically
using the number of clubs and members to determine the
boundaries. These districts will be Northern, Central and Sou

Union

eSoto Marshall| Benton B
Alcorn g
Tippah E
ate Prentiss |
1
a

ern.

Pontotoc | Lee

The above proposal was voted on and approved by you at the
2017 State Convention.

At the 2018 State Convention, time was allotted for the new

districts to meet and take care of all organizational business., in-
cluding approving the new model bylaws and the nomination and
installation of 2012020 officers. Bylaws were adopted for each
new District with the understanding that they can be amended
and tailored to fit each new District by vote of the new District
in the future.

GFWC-Mississippi Federation of 2 George

Women'’s Clubs, Inc. Pearl River

District Lines
April 2018

# - number of clubs per county
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20182020 Northern District Executive Board. Left to Right, Amy Jacobs, President; Lisa McGee,
Presidentelect; Sharon Hudson, Vice Presideldnae Winter, Recording Secretary; Pamela Maxwell,
Treasurer; Sheila Shea, GFWC International President; Becky C. Wright, GRAMEC Presidentlect
and Tinker Forrester, GFWEMFWC President.

DeSoto Marshall

Alcorn

Union

Panola Lafayette

Pontotoc

Quitman|

Yalobusha

Tallahatchie Calhoun JChickasaw | Monroe

Bolivar

—

Z Webster Clay

JomMmopjuns I

Leflore | Carroll

Oktibbeha

Choctaw

Noxubee

Winston

Northern District




Central District

20182020 Central District Executive Board. Left to Right, Belinda Peacher, President; Ada McGrevey,
Presidentelect; Shirley Lamar, Vice President; Lynn Smith, Recording Secretary; Lisa A. Harris,
Treasurer; Sheila Shea, GFWC International President; Becky C. Wright, GAEC Presidenelect

and Tinker Forrester, GFWEMFWC President.




20182020 Southern District Executive Board. Left to Right, Debbie Benoit, President; Meri Newell
Presidentelect; Shirley Stough, Vice President; Carolyn Tedford, Recording Secretary; Marie Porte
Treasurer; Sheila Shea, GFWC International President; Becky C. Wright, GA®UC Presidentlect
and Tinker Forrester, GFWEMFWC President.




