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Clubwoman Collect  
 
 

Keep us, oh God, from pettiness; 

Let us be large in thought, in word, in deed. 

Let us be done with fault-finding 

And leave off self-seeking. 

May we put away all pretense 

And meet each other face to face, 

Without self-pity and without prejudice. 

May we never be hasty in judgment 

And always generous. 

Let us take time for all things; 

Make us to grow calm, serene, gentle. 

Teach us to put into action our better impulses, 

Straightforward and unafraid. 

Grant that we may realize it is  

The little things that create differences, 

That in the big things of life we are at one. 

And may we strive to touch and to know 

The great, common human heart of us all. 

And, oh Lord God, let us forget not 

To be kind. 

 

Mary Stewart, April 1904 
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2016-2018 PRESIDENTΩS SPECIAL PROJECT: 

EXPRESS YOURSELF! ART 

LOCATED AT THE T. K. MARTIN CENTER FOR TECHNOLOGY AND 

DISABILITY ON THE CAMPUS OF MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY 

WWW.EYART.ORG  
 

Trapped first by their bodies, then again by the people around them. One 
massive barrier wall stacked on top of another. The isolation must be crushing. 
Yet there is that light in their eyes. How had they kept their spirits alive?  What 

would they tell us if they had the power?"  

~Excerpt from Tim Lefens' book, Flying Colors (2002). 
 

The T. K. Martin Center's project EXPRESS Yourself! (EXperiencing Painting as Recreation & Express the 
Spirit within YourSelf) uses the techniques of Artistic Realization Technologies (A.R.T.) to provide a means 

for Mississippians with the most severe disabilities to feel the power of self expression through art. Trained 
individuals, called trackers, "act as neutral arms, executing the vision of the physically challenged through 
laser-guided tracking and other exacting technologies" (Lefens, 2005). Trackers use precise techniques to 

"allow a person with the most minimal ability to move to create subtle, exacting works of art" (Lefens, 
2005). 
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Dear GFWC-aƛǎǎƛǎǎƛǇǇƛ CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ƭǳō aŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ DǳŜǎǘǎΣ 

 
Welcome to the Gulfport Holiday Inn and our 120th GFWC-MFWC State Convention 
being hosted by District I. Jana Jarrell, District I President, along with the members 
of District I also join me in welcoming you and hope that your time spent on the 
ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ DǳƭŦ /ƻŀǎǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜƴƧƻȅŀōƭŜ ƻƴŜΣ ǊŜƴŜǿƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ΨǎŜŀǎƻƴŜŘΩ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇǎ 
and making new ones! 
 
I am thrilled that our GFWC International President Sheila Shea will be with us 
for the entirety of the convention.  For those of you who have not had the 
opportunity to personally meet Sheila, I do hope you have the chance.  She is a 
petite bundle of energy, with a twinkle in her pretty blue eyes and an infectious 
smile!   
 
Prior to the Official Opening of the convention, the newly restructured districts ς Northern, Central and 
Southern ς will meet jointly to adopt their bylaws and elect their officers for the 2018-2020 administration.  
President Shea will be assisting President-elect Becky C. Wright with the installation of the newly elected 
officers. 
 
The Official Opening will follow the Installation and we will be full-steam ahead!   
 
It seems as though it was just a short time ago that we were together in Cleveland for the beginning of this 
administration and now here we are almost two years later to celebrate the culmination. 
 
The Friday night banquet will feature President Shea as the keynote speaker and the Installation of the 2018-
2020 GFWC-MFWC elected and appointed officers.  Saturday morning will be filled with our Memorial Service, 
Prayer Breakfast ς featuring Allie Kendall, 2018 Mrs. Mississippi ς Final Awards and the passing of the Pin and 
Gavel. 
 
I truly and sincerely appreciate all of the things that you have been able to accomplish this past year to make 
your communities around the state better places to live for all.  My prayer, for our time together over the next 
couple of days, is that you will enjoy and savor your time with those seasoned AND new friends and that you 
will be able to look back, remember and smile because of the treasured memories you have been able to make 
- together. 
 
Informing Minds and Inspiring HeARTs Together! 
 
With all my love, 
Tinker 
 

 

Informing Minds é Inspiring Hearts 

 

5257 MS Highway 15, Ackerman, MS 39735 

C/T : (662) 312-1532 ¶E: tinksdaisies@aol.com ¶W: www.gfwc-mfwc.org 
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GFWC -Mississippi  
Federation of Womenôs Clubs, Inc.  

120 th  Annual Convention  
Holiday Inn Gulfport  
Gulfport, Mississippi  

April 26 -28, 2018  
 

Informing MindséInspiring Hearts 
 

Thursday, April 26, 2018  
2:0 0 p.m.  ....................Audit Committee Meeting  .................................................... Presidentôs Suite 
Followed By  ...............Finance/Executive Committee Meetings .............................. Presidentôs Suite  
3:00 - 6:30 p.m.  ........Registrationééééééééééééééééééééé.éééé..ééHotel Lobby 
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.  ........Executive Board Dinner & Meeting ............................................... Palms 1 & 2 

 

Executive Board Dinner and Meeting  
 

Hosted By:  

Womenôs Club of Gulfport 
Fine Arts Club of Lucedale  

 

ñFor the heart to be inspired, the mind must be informed.ò 
 

Executive Board Dinner  
Welcome & Recognitions ............................................................................ Tinker Forrester, President  
GFWC Greetings ........................................................... Sheila E. Shea, GFWC International President  
GFWC Southern Region Greetings ...................................... Jo Anne Reid, Southern Region President  
Grace ................................................................................................................. Jo Anne Reid, Chaplain 
Dinner  
Announcements ..................................................................................... Jana Jarrell , Convention Chair 
Door Prizes ............................................................................................................... Robbie Clark, Chair 
Recess .......................................................................................................... Tinker Forrester, President  
 

Executive Board Meeting  
Call to Order ................................................................................................ Tinker Forrester, President  
Roll Call, Minutes and Correspondence ..................................... Theresa Buntyn, Recording Secretary 
Officer Reports  

President.................................................................................................... Tinker Forrester  
President-elect ........................................................................................... Becky C. Wright 
Vice President ................................................................................................ Sherri E. Reid 
Secretary ..................................................................................................... Theresa Buntyn 
Treasurer ......................................................................................................... Diane Rouse 

Committee Reports  
Finance Committee ............................................................... Sherri E Reid, Vice President 
Executive Committee .............................................. Theresa Buntyn, Recording Secretary 
Headquarters Committee .................................................. Diane Rouse, MFWC Treasurer 
District I Ways & Means .....................................................................Sherri E. Reid, Chair 
MFWC Ways and Means ........................................... Amy Jacobs & Abby May, Co-Chairs 
MFWC Presidentôs Special Project ................................................... Susan Shurden, Chair 

Unfinished Business  
New Business  

Awards Procedure ............................................................... Sherri E. Reid, Dean of Chairmen 
Announcements ..................................................................................... Jana Jarrell , Convention Chair  
Collect ............................................................................. Susan Shurden, Presidentôs Special Assistant 
Adjournment  ............................................................................................... Tinker Forrester, President  
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Friday, April 27, 2018  
7:30 - 8:30 a.m . ééééééééé..Gavel Club Breakfast .... ééééééééééé..éPresidentôs Suite 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m . ééééé...Registration .............................................................. Hotel Lobby 
8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m . ééééééVisit W ays & Means and PSP .................. Meeting Room Hallway 
11:45 a.m. - 5:0 0 p.m . ééééé..View Exhibits  ....................................................Conference Room 

 

ALL  Youth Art, Photography, Scrapbooks & Yearbooks  MUST  be 
signed out & picked up by 5:30  pm  

 

9:00 ï 10:15 a.m.......... Districts Meeting....................................... ... ............ Palms 1 & 2  
 

Reports of 2016 -2018 District Presidents .............................................Becky C. Wright, Advisor 
Jana Jarrell, District I  

Susan Shurden, District II  
Frances Brown, District III  
Deana Pittman, District IV  

Lisa Harris , District V  
Adoption of District Bylaws  
Report of District Nominating Committees  .........................  June Vaughn, Northern District  

Carolyn C. Huey, Central District  
Becky Rhinehart, Southern District  

Election of 2018 -2020 District Officers  ..........................  Tinker Forrester, MFWC President  
Installation of 2018 -2020 District Officers  ............... Becky C. Wright, MFWC President-elect 

Sheila E. Shea, GFWC International President 
 
 

Official Opening Ceremonies of  
The 120 th  Annual Convention  

GFWC Mississippi  
Federation of Womenôs Clubs, Inc. 

 
 

10:30 ï 11:45 a.m.  ...  Opening Ceremonies and Business Sessionéé...........Palms 1 & 2  
 
 

Call to Order ................................................................................................ Tinker Forrester , President 
Inspiration  ........................................................................................................ Jo Anne Reid, Chaplain 
Presentation of Colors.........................................................................Gulfport High School MCJROTC 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America ................................ Carolyn Tedford, 

Poplarville Womanôs Club 
National Anthem  ................................................................ Beth Garthwait, Womenôs Club of Gulfport 
MFWC Welcome .................................................................................... Jana Jarrell , Convention Chair 
Official Welcome ..................................................................Ron Roland, Councilman, City of Gulfport  
Response ..................................................................................... Vanessa Edwards-Wasson, City Chair 
Recognitions ............................................................................................... Tinker Forrester , President 
GFWC Greetings ........................................................... Sheila E. Shea, GFWC International President 
GFWC Southern Region Greetings ........................... Jo Anne Reid, GFWC Southern Region President 
Appointment of Tellers  ............................................................................... Tinker Forrester , President 
Preliminary Credentials Report  ................................................  Ruthie Kennedy, Credentials Co-Chair 
Presentation of Convention Standing Rules ................................... Tammie M. McCoy, Protocol Chair 
Presentation of Convention Program ................................................. Becky C. Wright, President-elect 
Presentation of Convention Committees ............................................... Jana Jarrell , Convention Chair 
Report of the Executive Board .................................................... Theresa Buntyn, Recording Secretary 
Report of the Audit Committee  ........................................................................ Diane Rouse, Treasurer 
Report of MFWC Officers ........................................................................... Tinker Forrester , President 

Becky C. Wright, President-elect 
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Sherri E. Reid, Vice President 
Theresa Buntyn, Recording Secretary 

Diane Rouse, Treasurer 
Report of Headquarters Committee ....................................................  Diane Rouse, MFWC Treasurer 
MFWC Nominating Committee Report  .................................................................. Libby Everett,  Chair 
Introduction of Becky C. Wright, Incoming President  ............................. Sandra Pope & Janae Winter 

GFWC-MFWC Fine Arts Club of Bruce 
Introduction of Nominees for Office:  

Sherri E. Reid, Nominee for President-elect .............................................................. Libby Everett,  
Cosmopolitan Club 

Theresa Buntyn, Nominee for Vice President ........................................................ Jeanette Thrash 
GFWC-MFWC Decatur Womanôs Progressive Club 

Frances Brown, Nominee for Recording Secretary ....................................................... Lisa McGee, 
GFWC-MFWC Bruce Twentieth Century Club 

Diane Rouse, Nominee for Treasurer ................................................................ Suzanne B. Poynor, 
GFWC-MFWC Florentine Evening Club 

 

Election of 2018-2020 MFWC Officers ...................................................... Tinker Forrester, President  
Announcements ..................................................................................... Jana Jarrell, Convention Chair  
Recess .......................................................................................................... Tinker Forrester, President 

 

Visit  Ways & Means and PSP  
 

 Noon ï 1:30 p.m.  éLuncheon ......................................................................................... Palms 1 & 2 
 

Luncheon  
 

Hosted By:  

GFWC -MFWC Civic Womanôs Club of Picayune 
Poplarville Womanôs Club 

GFWC -MFWC Juniorette Diamonds  
 

ñIf we call ourselves volunteers, then the desire to impact 
the world around us should be second nature.ò  

 

Presiding ..................................................................................................... Tinker Forrester, President  
Recognitions ............................................................................................... Tinker Forrester, President  
Grace ........................................................ Shirley Stough, Civic Womanôs Club of Picayune, President 
Lunch 
GFWC and MFWC Contests  

MFWC Youth Art Contest ........................................................................... Libby Everett, Chair  
MFWC Scrapbook & Yearbook Awards ......................................................... Lisa McGee, Chair 
GFWC Photography Contests ..................................................................... Carolyn Long, Chair 
GFWC Writing Contests ....................................................... Sherri E. Reid, Dean of Chairmen 

Door Prizes ............................................................................................................... Robbie Clark, Chair 
Announcements ..................................................................................... Jana Jarrell , Convention Chair  
Recess .......................................................................................................... Tinker Forrester, President  
 

1:45 ï 4:00 p.m.  ......  Business Session  ................................ .........................  Palms 1 & 2  
 

GFWC Awards ................................................................................... Sherri E. Reid, Dean of Chairmen 
GFWC Special Programs, Community Service Programs & Partnerships  

GFWC Signature Program: Domestic Violence Awareness & Prevention ................... Sherri E. Reid, 
Dean of Chairmen 

GFWC Juniorsô Special Program: Advocates for Children ..............................Frances Brown, Chair 
Arts ................................................................................................................ Meri Newell, Chair  
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Conservation ......................................................................... Sherri E. Reid, Dean of Chairmen 
Education ....................................................................................................... Penny Barr, Chair 
Home Life ...... ..............................................................................................June Vaughn, Chair 
International Outreach  ............................................................................ Melba Watkins, Chair  
Public Issues ......................................................................... Sherri E. Reid, Dean of Chairmen 

GFWC Advancement Areas  
Communications and Public Relations....................................................Sharon Hudson, Chair 
Leadership ................................................................................................... Sandra Pope, Chair 
Announcement of MFWC LEADS Candidate ............................... Debbie Benoit, LEADS Chair 
Legislation & Public Policy ................................................... Sherri E. Reid, Dean of Chairmen 
Membership ............................................................................................ Becky C. Wright, Chair 
Fundraising &  Development ................................................. Sherri E. Reid, Dean of Chairmen 
Womenôs History & Resource Center ................................... Sherri E. Reid, Dean of Chairmen 
ESO ............................................................................................................... Jackie Sergi, Chair 

MFWC Special Emphasis Awards  
MFWC PSP Awards ................................................................................. Susan Shurden, Chair 
GFWC-MFWC Challenge Grant ........................................................ Phyllis Whittington, Chair  
Mississippi Public Broadcasting .......................................................... Donna Hutchings, Chair  
State Institutions  ................................................................................... Jeannie Pittman, Chair  

Announcements ..................................................................................... Jana Jarrell, Convention Chair 
Recess .......................................................................................................... Tinker Forrester, President  
 

Visit Ways & Means and PSP  
View Exhibits  

 

4:00 ï 6:30 p.m.  ................................ ................................ ..............................  Free Time 
5:00 ï 5:30 p.m. ..Pick Up all Exhibits ( Youth Art, Photography & Books ) ..........Conference Room 

 

All exhibits must be removed from the Exhibit Room by 5:30 p.m.  
 

6:30 ï 9:00 p.m.  ................................ .  Silent Auction ééééééé.....Gulf Coast Event Center 
6:30 ï 7:15 p.m.  ................................ ....  Social Gathering..ééé..ééé.Gulf Coast Event Center 

 

Honoring  
GFWC International President Sheila E. Shea  

 

6:30 ï 7:15 p.m. éééééééééééé.ééPhoto Opportunitiesééééé.ééé.éé.Location TBA 
7:15 p.m. ééééééééééééééééééProcessional Assembles.............Gulf Coast Event Center 

*2018 MS LEADS Candidate *District Clubwomen of the Year  
*Presidents of District Clubs of the Year *District Presidents *Past State Presidents  

*MFWC Elected Officers *Southern Region Officer *GFWC Officer  
 

7:30 p.m.  ..... Banquet  ................................ ...............................  Gulf Coast Event Center  
 

Banquet  
 

Hosted By:   

Cosmopolitan Club  
ñWherever your heart ï your passion ï is, that is the area of your life  

where you will make the greatest difference.ò 
 

Processional .......................................................... Carolyn C. Huey, Gavel Club President, 2018-2020 
Presiding ..................................................................................................... Tinker Forrester, President  
Recognition and Introduction of Guests  .................................................... Tinker Forrester, President  
Grace ................................................................................................. Libby Everett, Cosmopolitan Club  
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Dinner  
Introduction of Keynote Speaker  ................................................................ Tinker Forrester, President  
Keynote Address ........................................................... Sheila E. Shea, GFWC International President  

 

Installation of 2018 -2020 GFWC -MFWC  
Elected and Appointed Officers  

 

Door Prizes ............................................................................................................... Robbie Clark, Chair 
Announcements ..................................................................................... Jana Jarrell , Convention Chair 
Recess .......................................................................................................... Tinker Forrester, President  
 

Immediately following the banquet,  
you are cordially invited to attend a Dessert Reception  

Honoring  
 

Becky C.  Wright  
2018 -2020 GFWC -MFWC President  

 

Hosted by  
GFWC -MFWC Fine Arts Club of Bruce  

GFWC -MFWC Twentieth Century Club of Bruce  
Bruce Fine Arts Juniorettes  

 

Saturday, April 28, 2018  
8:00 ï 10:00 a.m . ééééé.Registration ...................................................................... Hotel Lobby  
8:00  ï 9:30 ..éééééééééPrayer Breakfast and Memorial Service ............................. Palms 1 & 2 
9:45 ï 11:45 a.m.  éééééBusiness Session .................................................................... Palms 1 & 2 
 

 
8:00 ï 9:30..ééPrayer Breakfast and Memorial Service..ééééé.ééééPalms 1 & 2 
 
 
 

Prayer Breakfast and Memorial Service  
 

Hosted By :  

Fine Arts Club of Waynesboro 
GFWC-MFWC Present Day Club of Waynesboro 

GFWC-MFWC Sub Debs of Waynesboro 
 

ñIn the big picture of life, yours is but a moment.  What will you choose to do with it?ò 
 

Presiding ............................................................................................. Becky C. Wright, President-elect 
Recognitions ....................................................................................... Becky C. Wright, President-elect 
Memorial Service ............................................................ Susan Shurden, Presidentôs Special Assistant 
Grace ...................................................................................... Rose Mary Shelton, District III Chaplain  
 

Breakfast  
 

Introduction of Speaker  ................................................................. Sandra Pope, Leadership Chairman 
Inspirational Speaker  .................................................................... Allie Kendall, Mrs. Mississippi 2018  
Hebron Memorial Scholarship  ................................................................................ Lyn Blaylock, Chair 
Door Prizes ............................................................................................................... Robbie Clark, Chair 
Announcements ..................................................................................... Jana Jarrell, Convention Chair 
Recess .................................................................................................. Becky C. Wright, President-elect 
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9:45 a.m..........................Business Session...................................................Palms 1& 2 
 

Presiding ..................................................................................................... Tinker Forrester, President  
Recognitions ............................................................................................... Tinker Forrester, President  
GFWC-MFWC Sarah Peugh Butterfly Scholarship ................................................... Penny Barr, Chair 
Juniorette Award s ............................................................................. Sherri E. Reid, Dean of Chairmen 
Juniorette of the Year ................................................................................. Tinker Forrester, President  
Juniore tte Club of the Year ......................................................................... Tinker Forrester, President  
Announcement of Clubwoman of the Year ................................................. Tinker Forrester, President  
Presidentôs Awards of Excellence ..................................................... Sherri E. Reid, Dean of Chairmen 
Announcement of Club of the Year ............................................................. Tinker Forrester, President  
Final Credentials Report ............................................................Ruthie Kennedy, Credentials Co-Chair 
Invitation to 2018 GFWC Convention .......................... Sheila E. Shea, GFWC International President 
Invitation to 2018 Southern Region Conference ................................ Becky C. Wright, President-elect 
Invitation to 201 9 State Convention ...................................................... Amy Jacobs, Northern District  
Closing Remarks ........................................................... Sheila E. Shea, GFWC International President 
Recognition of Host District and Clubs  ...................................................... Tinker Forrester, President  
District 1 Ways & Means ........................................................................................ Sherri E. Reid, Chair 
Presidentsô Purses Drawings ................................................................................ Susan Shurden, Chair 
Final Announcements ............................................................................ Jana Jarrell, Convention Chair  
EXPRESS Yourself! Art Endowment Presentation .................................... Tinker Forrester, President  

 

Address of Tinker Forrester, 2016-2018 GFWC-MFWC President 
 

Address of Becky C. Wright, 2018-2020 GFWC-MFWC President 
 

Pin and Gavel Ceremony  
 

Collect ............................................................................. Celia C. Fisher, 2002-2004 MFWC President 
Adjournment  ............................................................................... Tinker Forrester  and Becky C. Wright 
 

Official Closing of t he 120 th  Annual Convention  
GFWC -Mississippi Federation of Womenôs Clubs, Inc. 

Gulfport , MS  

 
 

 

Saturday, April 28, 2018 Post Convention Act ivities  
 

2018 -2020 Post Convention Luncheon  
 

GFWC-MFWC:  The Heart of Empowerment  
 

Hosted By:  
GFWC-MFWC Fine Arts Club of Bruce and Friends  

 
 

Thought:  Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it.  
Proverbs 4:23  

 

12:00 p.m. Χ[ǳƴŎheon ................................................................................ Chandeleur Event Room 3,  
Gulf Coast Event Center 
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Credentials Report  

   Preliminary   Final Report  

 GFWC Officers  1   1  
        

 State Officers & Board Members  35   35  
        

 District Officers & Board Members  7   15  
        

 Past State Presidents  7   7  
        

 Club Presidents & Other Voting Delegates  10   15  
        

 Club Members/Non-voting Delegates  19   33  
        

 Visitors & Guests     24  

        
        
 Total Number of Voting Delegates  58   72  

        
        
 Total Number in Attendance  79   130  

Hosting Clubs of  
GFWC-MFWC District I 

Cosmopolitan Club 
Ellisville Fidelia Club 

Fine Arts Club of Waynesboro 
GFWC-aC²/ /ƛǾƛŎ ²ƻƳŀƴΩǎ /ƭǳō ƻŦ tƛŎŀȅǳƴŜ 
GFWC-MFWC Present Day Club of Waynesboro 

Lucedale Fine Arts Club 
tƻǇƭŀǊǾƛƭƭŜ ²ƻƳŀƴΩǎ /ƭǳō 
WomeƴΩǎ /ƭǳō ƻŦ DǳƭŦǇƻǊǘ 

GFWC-MFWC Juniorette Diamonds 
GFWC-MFWC Sub-Debs of Waynesboro 
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Speakers and Entertainment  

Sheila E. Shea  ð International President for General 
CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ƭǳōΦ   Sheila E. Shea was installed as 
GFWC International President at the conclusion of the 2016 
GFWC Annual Convention in Baltimore, Maryland on June 29, 
2016. 

An active and dedicated member of the Federation for over 44 
years, Sheila has served her local GFWC Marlborough Junior 
²ƻƳŀƴΩǎ /ƭǳōΣ DC²/ ƻŦ aŀǎǎŀŎƘǳǎŜǘǘǎ WǳƴƛƻǊ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ 
GFWC of Massachusetts, and GFWC extremely well in her many 
leadership positions. During her 22 years on the GFWC Board of 
Directors, she also served as President-elect, First Vice President, 
Second Vice President, Recording Secretary, Treasurer, 
Leadership Chairman, Aide to the Director of Junior Clubs, and on 
the Fundraising and Leadership Committees, and represented her state as State President and 
Director of Junior Clubs. 

{ƘŜƛƭŀΩs leadership positions in GFWC of Massachusetts include State President; First and Second 
Vice President; Treasurer; Counselor to Junior Membership; and Chairman of CIP, Finance, 
Headquarters Commission, Memorial Education Fund, and Long Range Planning. Her fifteen years 
of continuous service to GFWC of Massachusetts Junior Membership included Director; Assistant 
Director; Recording Secretary; Treasurer; District Representative; Parliamentary Advisor; and 
Chairman of Meetings, Membership, and Nominating. 

Utilizing leadership skills developed through her membership in GFWC, Sheila has served her 
community with distinction as President of the Jaworek Home and School Association, Treasurer of 
the Marlborough High School All Sports Booster Club, Secretary of the Marlborough Youth Soccer 
Association, and member of the Marlborough Boys and Girls Club Board of Directors. 

{ƘŜƛƭŀ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ aŀǎǎŀŎƘǳǎŜǘǘǎκ!ƳƘŜǊǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ 
Elementary Education. She retired from her position as Grants/Finance Manager in her local school 
district with over 26 years of service. She is an avid sports fan and enjoys her summers relaxing on 
the beach in Kennebunk, Maine. A life-long Massachusetts resident, she and her husband, Steve, 
have been married for 46 years and have two grown sons, a daughter-in-law, and granddaughter. 
Sheila credits them for the love and unselfish support she has had over the years to be able to take 
advantage of the incredible opportunities that have been afforded to her through her membership 
in GFWC. She has also had the unwavering support of so many members from her state and is 
comfortable both as a leader and a follower in her long career as a GFWC volunteer. 

Because of her warm, friendly, and enthusiastic personality; high standards of excellence and 
accountability; proven creative and compassionate leadership qualities; outstanding and business-
oriented organizational skills; and passionate dedication to GFWC, its mission, and its ideals; Sheila 
brings a unique leadership style to her new role as the fifty-first GFWC International President. 
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Allie Kendall  ð Mrs. Mississippi 2018.  Born and raised in 
Mississippi, I currently reside in Vardaman, the Sweet Potato Capital of 
the World. My greatest joy and accomplishments are my family. I am 
blessed to have married my high school sweet heart, Kyle Kendall and 
we have three children.  I currently work for the Vardaman School 
District as the school nurse. I am active with service projects in my 
church and local community as well and blessed to be a member of 
the New Century Club of Calhoun City and New Providence Baptist 
Church. Growing up in a single parent household riddled with 
drug addiction, my mission is to support, educate, and empower 
the children that live in similar situŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ά.ŜǘǘŜǊ /ƘƻƛŎŜǎΣ 
.ǊƛƎƘǘŜǊ CǳǘǳǊŜǎΣέ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ƳƻǘǘƻΦ  

aȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŀŘŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƭŜŦǘ ǳǎ ǊŜƭȅƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŦƻƻŘ ǇŀƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ 
homeless shelters. I was adopted at the age of 13 by my biological father whom I had never met and 
life had stability from that moment on. Two years ago, the Vardaman Support Group was created to 
support recovering addicts, educate the general public, and mentor the children that it affects. By 
telling my story, my personal goal was to encourage the children to make better choices and create 
a brighter future for themselves. 

As a first-generation college graduate on both sides of my family, I went on to graduate from Holmes 
Community College in 2012 with my Associates Degree in Nursing. I was proud to have graduated as 
ŀ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Iŀƭƭ ƻŦ CŀƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƭƛǎǘΦ L ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ 
the Mississippi University for Women in 2014. In 2016 I was nationally acknowledged through the 
Daisy Award foundation for my work as a Registered Nurse.   

The Mrs. Mississippi America title is a title of service. I would use this title to shine a light on this 
sterile and growing epidemic. My message is to let the children know they are valuable, strong, and 
can achieve their own goals in life. The situation at hand, and in any situation should never define 
them.  

 

Judy G. Duncan, M.S.  ð Case Manager at T. K. Martin Center for Technology and 
Disability at Mississippi State University. She received BA in Paralegal Studies from Mississippi 
¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ²ƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ aƛǎǎƛǎǎƛǇǇƛ {ǘŀǘŜ 
¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ  WǳŘȅΩǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǿƻǾŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǾŜǊ нр ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
disabilities.  She has previously worked as a Disability Examiner, Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor, 
and Supported Employment Specialist.  At present, she coordinates the assistive technology services 
at the T.K. Martin Center, is an instructor in the College of Education at Mississippi State, and is a 
tracker and the principal investigator for Project EXPRESS Yourself, an art program for individuals 
with significant physical disabilities.  Since training with Tim Lefens and his Artistic Realization 
Technologies (A.R.T.) staff, she has been tracking with EXPRESS Yourself artists for the past 10 years.  
Judy is also a board member and President Elect for the Mississippi Alliance for Arts Education.   
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S tanding Rules Of The Convention  
 

1. Delegates will please turn off cell phones or place them in silent mode during all functions. 
2. Delegates will please be prompt, being in your seats at the hour for beginning the meeting. 
3. Pages will be available for sending messages to the platform or other delegates. 
4. Delegates will please wear their badges to all meetings. 
5. A delegate wishing to speak, shall rise, address the chair and give her name and the name and 

the location of her club. 
6. No delegate shall speak more than twice to a question; the second opportunity being granted 

only after every other delegate desiring the floor for the first time has spoken. 
7. Debate shall be limited to two minutes per person.  Extension of time may be granted by a 

two-thirds vote of the voting delegates present and voting. 
8. The timekeeper shall give a warning signal to each speaker.  Speakers shall adhere to the time 

limits. 
9. All motions from the floor shall be presented to the Recording Secretary in writing when so 

required by the chair. 
10. Resolutions and recommendations shall be in the hands of the respective committees at the 

opening of the morning meetings. 
11. A resolution or recommendation cannot be debated until it has been referred to the proper 

committee and reported by that committee.  No resolution can be voted upon until it has 
been read twice.  A resolution with a minority report can be passed only by a majority of the 
convention. 

12. A motion shall be carried by the majority vote of the voting delegates present and voting, 
except that a motion requiring a two-thirds vote shall be carried by a two-thirds affirmative 
vote of those present and voting. 

13. The right to the floor may be granted to non-voting delegate members by the chair. 
14. All questions concerning those entitled to vote shall be referred to the Credentials 

Committee. 
15. The Convention shall be one meeting, recessing from session to session within the meeting. 
16. Reports shall be filed with the Recording Secretary. 
17. No one shall enter the Convention meeting room during a musical number or while a speaker 

is addressing the meeting. 
18. The President shall appoint a Reading Committee to approve minutes of the entire 

Convention. 
19. These rules shall be adopted or suspended by a majority vote, rescinded by a two-thirds vote 

of those present and voting, a quorum being necessary. 
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201 8  Convention Chairmen and Committees  
 

General Chairman .................................................................................................................. Jana Jarrell 
City Chairman ................................................................................................ Vanessa Edwards-Wasson 
Convention Treasurer ......................................................................................................... Diane Rouse 
Ad Chairman........................................................................................................................ Lisa A. Harris 
Convention Kit Chairman ................................................................................................. Laura Lambert 
Door Prize Chairman ........................................................................................................... Robbie Clark 
District I Ways and Means Chairman ................................................................................. Sherri E. Reid 
Exhibits Chairman .............................................................................................................. Libby Everett 
Hospitality Chairman............................................................................................................. Lynda Love 
Hostess Chairman ........................................................................................................ Donna Hutchings 
Meal Ticket and Name Tag Chairman ................................................................................... Cindy Duke 
Pages Chairman.................................................................................................................... Meri Newell 
Pages Co-Chairman ............................................................................................................... Tami Harris 
Platform Chairman ........................................................................................................... Debbie Benoit 
Protocol Chairman .................................................................................................... Tammie M. McCoy 
Registration and Credentials Chairman ......................................................................... Ruthie Kennedy 
Timekeeper ................................................................................................................... Becky Rhinehart 
 ............................................................................................................... Carolyn Tedford 
 .................................................................................................................... Nancy Griffin 
Program Committee ..................................................................................................... Tinker Forrester 

................................................................................................................ Becky C. Wright 

.................................................................................................................. Judy T. Martin 

..................................................................................................................... Lisa A. Harris 
Tellers .............................................................................................................................. Susan Shurden 

................................................................................................................. Frances Brown 

................................................................................................................. Deana Pittman 

..................................................................................................................... Lisa A. Harris 
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 FROM   
  

THIS  TO THIS  
 

óTrapped first by their bodies, then again by the people around them. One 
massive barrier wall stacked on top of another.  

The isolation must be crushing.  Yet there is that light in their eyes.  
How had they kept their spirits alive?  

What would they tell us if th ey had the power?ô  
 

~Excerpt from Tim Lefensô book, Flying Colors (2002).  

 

Thank You  seems so inadequate for all the  
encouragement, love and support that you have  

shown and given to me these past two years.    
Even more so for the way that so many of y ou   
have embraced my Presidentôs Special Project ï  

EXPRESS Yourself! Art.  
For all of this, I will be forever grateful.  

With all my love,  
Tinker  

 
Informing Minds and Inspiring Hearts Together!  
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¶ Cosmopolitan Club  
¶ Ellisville Fidelia Club  
¶ Fine Arts Club (Waynesboro)  
¶ GFWC-MFWC Civic Womanôs Club of 

Picayune  
¶ GFWC-MFWC Present Day Club 

(Waynesboro)  

¶ Lucedale Fine Arts Club  
¶ Poplarville Womanôs Club 
¶ Womenôs Club of Gulfport 
¶ GFWC-MFWC Sub -Debs (Waynesboro)  
¶ Juniorette Diamonds (Picayune)  
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Civic Womanõs Club of Picayune 
Salutes these outstanding members 

Suzy Dyle 
Clubwoman of the Year 

Sandy Shaw 
New Clubwoman of the 

Year 

Shirley Stough 
Club President 

Allison Meitzler 
Volunteer of the Year 

Thanks for all you do! 
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Home of 

¶ Mrs. D. F. Morgan of Okolona who 
wrote the MFWC Song 

¶ Mrs. R. W. Chandler of Lanier who 
designed the state pin 

¶ Josie Frazee Cappleman,  
1902 ς 1904 State President 

¶ Cathernine Haley,  
1928 ς 1930 State President 

¶ Celia C. Fisher,  
2002 ς 2004 State President 

¶ The Twins 
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GFWC-.'8$ %DB@STQ 8NL@M½R 1QNFQDRRHUD $KTA 

District II  - 2017  Club of the Year 

Decatur WPC  

Woman of the Year  

Jeanette Thrash  

Nominated for MFWC  

Vice President 2018 -2020  

Theresa Buntyn  
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6ÐÑá ëÌÈß  1ÚØâÚâÚÊ 9ÚÖÈØ á #ÕäÉ 

is celebrating 80 years of service 

to Pontotoc County as part 

of GFWC-MFWC! 
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¶ Crystal Spring s Floral Club  

¶ GFWC -MFWC Dixie Daisy Juniorettes  

¶ GFWC -MFWC Florentine Club  

¶ GFWC -MFWC Florentine Juniorettes  

¶ GFWC -MFWC Florentine Evening Club  

¶ GFWC -MFWC Gavel Club  

¶ GFWC -MFWC Homochitto Heritage Club  

¶ GFWC -MFWC Les Aimes Jun iorettes  

¶ GFWC -MFWC Purvis Womanõs Club 

¶ GFWC -MFWC Raleigh Womanõs Club 

¶ GFWC -MFWC Star Womanõs Club 

¶ LeBonte Womenõs Club of Clinton  

¶ Twentieth Century Club of Prentiss  

District V Celebrating  

 

 

The Last Dance 
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Lyn Blaylock  

GFWC -MFWC District III  

Clubwoman of the Year  
 & GFWC-MFWC Eupora Twentieth Century Club President 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
 

From 
GFWC-MFWC  

Eupora Twentieth Century Club 
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Celebrating Better Women,  

Better Homes, Better Communities 

Since 1919 

#ÌÅÖÅÌÁÎÄ 7ÏÍÁÎȭÓ #ÌÕÂ 

Cleveland, Mississippi 

At Turan Foley Chevrolet, Cadillac and 
Buick, our entire team works together 

to provide you with the ultimate 
shopping experience. We are here to 
exceed your expectations, deliver the 
best service possible, and make car 

shopping fun again. 
 

11123 Highway 49 North 
Gulfport, MS 39503 


