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IMPORTANT DATES  

March 12 District V Convention 
               Wesleyanna Methodist Church 
               Star, MS 

March 19 District I Convention 
  Petal Harvey Baptist Church 
  Petal, MS   
March 26 District II Convention 

  East Central Community College 
               Decatur, MS 

April 14 – 16  GFWC-MFWC Convention 
  Eagle Ridge Conference Center 
  Raymond, MS 
June 18 – 20  GFWC International Convention 
  Milwaukee, WI 
June 24  Executive/Finance Committee Meeting 
  Headquarters Building, Jackson, MS 
June 25  Summer Board Meeting 
  Headquarters Building, Jackson, MS 

 

GFWC Mission Statement 
“The General Federation of Women’s Clubs is an 

international organization dedicated to 
community improvement through volunteer 
service and to providing opportunities that 

 strengthen the role of women.” 
 

MFWC Mission Statement 
 “The Mississippi Federation of Women’s Clubs, 
Inc,. is an organization of women whose goal is 

personal enrichment leading to volunteer service 
that benefits the community, state, nation, and 

world.” 
 

 
 Please send ALL ADDITIONS (with DUES) to 

your Club Roster directly to the State Treasurer, 
Shirley Hilburn, 1100 South Fifth Avenue, 
Cleveland, MS  38732.   She will, in turn, forward to 
the Circulation Editor, Lisa A. Harris. 

 Please send ALL DELETIONS AND CHANGES 
to your Club Roster directly to the Circulation 
Editor, Lisa A. Harris.  

 Requests for additional magazines (if available) 
should be addressed to the Editor, June Vaughn. 
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Message from 2010-2012 
GFWC International President 

Carlene Garner 
 
My Fellow GFWC Members: 
     What a delight it is to bring greetings to each of 
you in Mississippi. I am certain you are getting 
excited about attending your 2011 State 
Convention. I know you will have a great time 
meeting other club members, attending 
workshops, and conducting the business of GFWC 
Mississippi. 
     Kudos to your State President Tammie McCoy 
for the terrific job she is doing on your behalf.  She 
has done admirably in not only leading your State 
Federation, but also in representing you on the 
GFWC Board of Directors. GFWC Mississippi has 
had many outstanding accomplishments this past 
year. Thank you for all you have given to your 
communities and to our world. I know you are all 
very proud of these achievements and so you 
should be. You and your fellow members have set 
an enviable example of GFWC at its best. I am so 
looking forward to the opportunity greeting each 
of you during your Convention. Attending your 
State meeting is a true honor and joy. Thank you 
in advance for sharing these couple of days. 
     Enjoy your upcoming Convention and again, 
thank you for all that you do to make life better for 
your neighbors near and far. 

 
In Federation Service,  

Carlene Garner 
GFWC International President 

 

Message from 2010-2012 
GFWC-MFWC President 

Tammie McCoy 
 

Ladies, 
     I cannot believe that it is almost time for our 
2011 MFWC convention.  I have certainly been on 
the road and “in the air”, from Omaha, NE to 
Washington, DC to Huntsville, AL and to many 
wonderful towns in Mississippi since my 
installation last April. I have loved renewing 
friendships and making new friends. I have also 
enjoyed the wonderful hospitality given to me 
everywhere that I have been. 
     Our July Summer Institute was so informative 
and Mississippi ladies enjoyed seeing the Museum 
on the grounds of the Mississippi School for the 
Deaf and Blind. In November, we converged on 
our MFWC Headquarters for a reporting 
workshop lead by our own Judy Martin. Today, as 

I finalize this article, we have just completed a 
wonderful MFWC Board meeting and judging day 
at Headquarters. Approximately 70 clubwomen 
from across Mississippi enjoyed the beautiful 
sunny weather on Saturday (despite almost six 
inches of snow on Thursday) and enjoyed learning 
about all of the wonderful volunteer efforts that 
are accomplished by fellow clubwomen to help 
others. (Suzanne and I even wore matching I Love 
MFWC shirts.) My heartfelt thanks go out to each 
of you for your hard work. I am especially grateful 
for all of those wonderful volunteer efforts in 
supporting my special project: Feeding Fellow 
Mississippians. I am always humbled by your 
generosity to others.  
     Suzanne and I are looking forward to seeing 
each of you at your District Convention. Your 
District Presidents have worked hard to make 
your day very special. We will wait patiently to 
learn who WON the awards and we will 
CELEBRATE your club’s accomplishments.  
     In this issue you will find the Call to Convention.  
The 2011 MFWC Convention will be held April 14-
16 at the Eagle Ridge Conference Center in 
Raymond. We heard your request to combine and 
condense the program and we have attempted to 
do just that. We will begin with the MFWC Board 
meeting on Friday morning. We will follow that 
with a brunch. Everyone is invited to enjoy the 
brunch with the Board members and to hear 
motivational/leadership speaker Deborah Tierce.  
An autograph party will immediately follow the 
brunch. The actual convention will start at 1:00 
p.m. on the 15th and will conclude by noon on the 
16th.  I do hope that each of you will plan to attend.  
     Carlene Garner, GFWC International President, 
will be our MFWC Convention guest and will be 
our keynote speaker at our Friday evening 
banquet. Bring your GFWC questions and she will 
be glad to answer them for you. If you will 
remember, Carlene is not a stranger to MFWC. 
She attended our convention in Natchez and we 
enjoyed visiting with her. 
     A few special items of interest for this year’s 
convention:  
1. Our MS LEADS Seminar will be held on Friday 
morning. Deborah Tierce will also be the LEADS 
Seminar speaker. This seminar is sponsored by the 
Malone-Sisk Education/Leadership Endowment 
Fund, and the Endowment Fund will also provide 
a scholarship for the Mississippi winner to attend 
the GFWC LEADS workshop.  
2. We have needed to update our MFWC bylaws 
for some time. This is the year that we have 
decided to “tackle” that project. Please review the 
proposed bylaws changes and note that we will 
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vote on each of them on Friday afternoon during 
the business session.  
3. We will have pictures made by districts with our 
GFWC International President prior to Friday’s 
banquet. We will provide a schedule and an 
opportunity for clubs within districts to “bond” 
together and enjoy a convention memento.  
4.  In lieu of a pre-banquet reception for Carlene, 
we will have a post-banquet pajama party.  
Attendees are asked to bring items that we will 
donate to our state institutions. You will find a list 
of appropriate items within this magazine. Please 
come and enjoy the fun. Mississippi clubwomen 
thoroughly enjoyed the SRC PJ party and want 
you to be a part of the fun. 
5.  We are pleased to report that Barbie Bassett 
will be our prayer breakfast speaker.  Many of you 
know Barbie as the HOBY representative that we 
have enjoyed talking with for many years. Many 
of you also know her as the Weather Lady, but she 
is also an accomplished author. We will look 
forward to hearing her, and we will have an 
opportunity to purchase her book.  
6. We will present awards very similar to last year 
except as each club’s name is called we will ask 
club members to come forth for a photo 
opportunity with Suzanne, Mandy, your District 
President, and me. We will recognize each 
Mississippi club, and we will recognize YOU. 
Please be sure to attend that Saturday morning 
session. 
7.  We will have a silent auction to benefit my PSP 
on Friday. Please bring items and enjoy the fun of 
a silent auction. 
     Thank you for being an important part of Team 
MFWC. Please note that I am always available if 
you have questions or concerns. I will look 
forward to seeing you SOON. 

 
Love in Volunteer Service, 

Tammie 
 

GFWC-MFWC President-elect 
Suzanne Poynor 

     MFWC Clubwomen are the best!! Thank you for being 
such dedicated VOLUNTEERS. Our members’ 
involvement in our MFWC projects and programs shows 
pride and commitment in our organization. 
     Membership is the key to meeting our MFWC goals. 
“Three New Members is a GREAT Reason to Recruit 
This Season” is the slogan for our MEMBERSHIP 
Campaign. The Winter slogan was “Flurry of Members”.  
We certainly had more flurries in Mississippi this year 
than we usually do. I hope our clubs had “Flurries of 
Members” as well.  I am anxious to hear. 
     To the delight of us all, Spring is right around the 
corner! This Spring, the slogan is “Grow Members”. 
Membership must be a priority. Women join a club for 

many reasons, such as, to make new friends, have fun, 
feel needed, accomplish something worthwhile, and 
contribute to the greater good. The list goes on and on.  
Let’s keep our present members engaged using their 
skills and creativity as they enjoy a friendly and 
respectful atmosphere. Then, what better way to find 
new members than those who are attending a meeting, 
fundraiser, or community event. Seeing members’ 
enthusiasm and enjoyment as they make a difference in 
their community will surely “Grow New Members!”   
     Our Convention in April will be a wonderful time to 
celebrate the successful projects and programs of our 
MFWC CLUB MEMBERS!  I hope to see you there. 
 

GFWC-MFWC Vice President 
Libby Everett 

     As I write this message to you, preparations are being 
made for Judging Day on February 12th. The anticipation 
is mounting; we can hardly wait to see what wonderful 
programs and projects you will report. This has been a 
“learning” year for all of us. The changes that were made 
seemed bewildering at first, but we adapted to them.  
The work in your communities did not stop and that is 
the main idea; the reason for our existence – to improve 
the lives of others through volunteer service. 
     As you review your reports, take note of techniques 
your club uses to record information/hours. If you feel 
you have a good model to follow, please share it with me 
so it can be shared with other clubs. It does make our 
state look exceptional when many clubs report on a 
variety of programs and projects, and it also helps our 
headquarters with the hours you report. 
     For those of you who are not aware, the historic 
headquarters building in Jackson is leased from the 
State of Mississippi. The current lease, renewed in 2000, 
requires a rental sum of $500 per month. The federation 
is allowed to pay this amount with in-kind volunteer 
hours. These hours come directly from the hours you 
report each year. The time you spend in service to your 
community is important on so many levels. 
     A big thank you to all club members for the work you 
do. Awards for district winners will be given at each 
district meeting, and state winners will be announced at 
the state convention. All the chairmen will be looking 
forward to presenting these awards and revealing the 
heart of volunteerism. 
     During 2011, use your GFWC Club Manual for 
program ideas, keep up with the hours spent on each, 
and don’t fail to brag (report) when the time comes next 
year.  If I can be of assistance to you, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 
 

Winter Board Meeting Report  
GFWC-MFWC Recording Secretary 

Sue Addy 
     The Winter meeting of the GFWC-Mississippi 
Federation of Women's Clubs, Inc., Executive Board met 
on February 12, 2011, in conjunction with Judging Day  
at the Headquarters Building in Jackson. The building 
was beautifully decorated by State Headquarters 
Chairman Teenie Boone and her committee in a 
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Valentine theme.  Justin Boykin,  the new headquarters'  
occupant who is also Diane Rouse's son, assisted with 
the  setup for the meeting. 
     The Twentieth Century Club of Ackerman submitted a 
letter of endorsement for Jo Anne Reid as a candidate for 
the office of GFWC Southern Region Secretary. The 
Executive  Board voted unanimously  that the 
nomination be brought before the 2011 GFWC-MFWC 
Convention for approval.  
     Elizabeth Powers, MPB Committee Chairman, urged 
members to attend MFWC Legislation Day at the 
Capitol, March 8, 2011, and the sack lunch that will 
follow at MFWC Headquarters. Members were urged to 
bring pajamas for Domestic Violence Shelters to district 
and state conventions.  
     Cassie Bryant, President's Special Project  Committee 
member, thanked everyone for the tremendous support 
of the Feeding Fellow Mississippians Project. Lisa 
Harris, MFWC Website Chairman, informed members 
that a Newsletter is posted online quarterly with club 
events and photos included. Tammie's Tidbits and Suz's 
Snippets are posted monthly with news and 
encouragement from our President and President-elect.  
   

GFWC-MFWC Parliamentarian 
Judy Martin 

     Your Constitution and Bylaws Committee has been 
hard at work on a much-needed review of the 
organization’s controlling documents. This is evident 
from the proposed amendments to the GFWC-MFWC 
Bylaws and Standing Rules that have been appended to 
the Call to Convention in this magazine.   
     As you can see, it will be very important for you to be 
at State Convention to cast your vote on these updates 
and suggested revisions. Please feel free to contact me if 
you have any questions about this process or about 
eligibility of voting delegates.  
     In addition, the following amendments to the GFWC-
MFWC Standing Rules were made at the February 12, 
2011, Winter Board meeting: 
1. Standing Rule 12 was amended as follows:  “By 
unanimous consent, the reading of the minutes shall be 
dispensed with and the President shall appoint a 
Committee, composed of the Recording Secretary and 
two other State Officers to approve the minutes. Upon 
approval, the minutes shall be made available to the 
members of the Executive Board.” 
2. Standing Rule 14.B (M. Colie Covington 
Endowment Fund) was amended as follows:  “A detailed 
accounting of all items of income and disbursements 
shall be made by the Treasurer to the Executive Board 
whenever called upon. An annual report shall be made at 
each Convention.” 
3. Standing Rule 17.G (on the Sarah Peugh 
Butterfly Scholarship) was deleted:  “The amount of the 
scholarship will increase in multiples of ($50) if 
interested individuals or clubs wish to donate funds.” 
4. A new Standing Rule 17 was adopted and the 
remaining Standing Rules will be renumbered 
accordingly. The new Standing Rule 17 provides:  “The 
Malone-Sisk Scholarship is established to encourage 
leadership education and development by recognizing 

the MS LEADS delegate who attends the GFWC LEADS 
Seminar. This scholarship shall be funded from the 
interest on the Malone-Sisk Education/Leadership 
Endowment Fund and/or any other contributions that 
are specifically designated for this purpose. The 
scholarship shall be used to defray the cost of attending 
the GFWC LEADS Seminar at the GFWC International 
Convention, provided that such funds are available. If 
funds are available and the Mississippi delegate to the 
GFWC LEADS Seminar attends only the Seminar, then 
she shall receive a minimum of $200 reimbursement. If 
funds are available and the Mississippi delegate to the 
GFWC LEADS Seminar attends the entire GFWC 
International Convention, then she shall receive a 
minimum of $500 reimbursement.” 
5. The current Standing Rule 22 was deleted as 
follows:  “All members of any Board, Committee, etc. 
must be notified in writing of every meeting, such notice 
to be received at least one month in advance of the 
meeting date, and shall be sent a written report of all 
business transacted within two weeks after the meeting.”  
The remainder of the Standing Rules will be renumbered 
accordingly. 
6. Standing Rule 23 was amended as follows:  “A 
permanent, uniquely designed, State President’s pin 
shall be worn by the GFWC-Mississippi Federation of 
Women’s Clubs President. This pin shall remain the 
property of the Mississippi Federation. If the State 
President should desire a State President’s pin of the 
style designated by the GFWC, it shall be purchased by 
the Mississippi Federation and presented to her during 
the Convention of at the installation of her successor by 
the incoming president.” 
     Please update your Standing Rules accordingly. I look 
forward to seeing you at State Convention. As always, 
please feel free to call me, if I can assist you in any way. 
 

GFWC-MFWC Juniorettes 
Mandy Laiche, Director 

     Hi MFWC ladies and especially Juniorettes! I hope 
that you are all having a great 2011 so far. At the time of 
writing this, I don’t have the total hours reported by 
Juniorettes in 2010, but I did check with Libby Everett 
and I know we had FOUR Juniorette clubs that turned in 
reports (twice the number of reporting clubs last year!)   
I can’t wait to get to judging day and see the reports and 
all they accomplished.  
     True to one of my goals as Juniorette Director, I have 
tried to keep in touch with all the Juniorette advisors as 
much as possible. They usually receive updates once a 
month or so with important information. However, I 
seldom hear back from anyone, so I’m not sure if my 
communication is useful or not. If you are a Juniorette 
advisor, are you receiving my emails? Are they helpful or 
just annoying? If you do not receive them, please let me 
know ASAP, and I will check your email address or either 
be happy to call you on the phone if you prefer that 
method. My latest email contained information about 
reporting, scrapbooks, and the Sarah Peugh Butterfly 
Scholarship which is due March 1st.    
     The next upcoming events will be District and State 
conventions. Please encourage your Juniorettes to 
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Mississippi Delegation to 2010 Southern Region Conference with GFWC Officers 
 

Pictured are (front row) Mary Ellen Laister, 2010-2012 GFWC International President-elect; Suellen Brazil, 
 2010-2012 Southern Region President; Carlene Garner, 2010-2012 GFWC International President; 

 and Tammie McCoy, 2010-2012 GFWC-MFWC  President; (second row), Theresa Buntyn, Carolyn Huey, 
Lisa Harris, Ivous Sisk, Rowena Drinkwater, Lynda Essary, Sherri Reid, and Suzanne Poynor; 

 (third row), Jeanith Burdine, Libby Everett,  Sue Addy,  Jo Anne Reid, Opal Melvin, Cathy Higgins, 
 and Jackie Richardson; (back row) Judy Martin and Mary Edmond. 
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