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IMPORTANT DATES 

2011 
October 28-30 GFWC Southern Region Conference 
  Tampa-Clearwater, FL 
November 1 Deadline for dues-Honor Club  

               recognition given for dues submitted        
               by this date  

2012 
January 1 Final date to submit dues in order for  

               reports to be judged 
  Deadline for clubs to suggest state  

               officers for 2012-2014 Administration 
February 1 Deadline for clubs to postmark reports 
  Deadline to postmark Hebron Memorial   

               Scholarship Applications  
February 10 Deadline to submit Clubwoman of the  

               Year Nominations 
February 10 GFWC-MFWC Executive/Finance 

Committee Meeting, Headquarters, 
Jackson, MS 

February 11 GFWC-MFWC Executive Board 
Meeting, Headquarters, Jackson, MS 

 9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
February 11 GFWC-MFWC Judging Day 

Headquarters, Jackson, MS 
February 15 Deadline for Scrapbooks and Yearbooks 

to be in the hands of District Books 
Chairmen 

February 25 GFWC-MFWC District V Convention 
 Florence, MS 
March 1 Deadline to postmark Sarah Peugh 

Butterfly Scholarship Application 
March 1 Deadline to postmark Club History 

Report to Celia Fisher, MFWC Historian 
March 3 GFWC-MFWC District I Convention 
 Picayune, MS 
March 10 GFWC-MFWC District II Convention 
 Meridian, MS  
March 17 GFWC-MFWC District III Convention 
 Bruce, MS 
March 24 GFWC-MFWC District IV Convention 
 Indianola, MS  
April 26-28 GFWC-MFWC State Convention 
 Hosted by District V, Eagle Ridge 

Conference Center,  Raymond, MS 
June 14-17 GFWC International Convention 

Charlotte, NC 
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Thank You  from 2010-2012 
GFWC International President 

Carlene Garner 

 
 
 

Message from 2010-2012 
GFWC-MFWC President 

Tammie McCoy 
Dear Ladies, 
     What a wonderful club year we have had! Since our 
last Clubwoman Magazine was published we have had 
five district conventions, our MFWC state convention, 
and two MFWC board meetings. At each district 
convention, we were able to celebrate club award 
winners and were able to recognize the district club of 
the year and district clubwoman of the year. I loved 
seeing the numerous District Arts and Crafts entries; 
now I can only hope that I can enhance my craft skills! 
It was also a great pleasure getting to travel to towns 
across Mississippi and learn about many of your local 
programs and projects. The hospitality was fabulous, 
and Suzanne and I were treated like queens. 
     At our 2011 MFWC State Convention, attendees 
enjoyed visiting with Carlene Garner, GFWC 
International President and enjoyed many laughs – 
especially with the Miss Team Spirit Pageant and the 
MFWC Cook-off. A great time was had even in the 
basement when the storm clouds became ominous. Our 
invitation to inspirational speaker Barbie Bassett, a 
Jackson Meteorologist, did not help one bit with the 
weather, but each attendee thoroughly enjoyed her 
presentation. 
     Additionally at the MFWC convention, we were able 
to celebrate the state club winners for the community 
service areas and the advancement areas. We enjoyed 
viewing and honoring the winners of the scrapbook, 
yearbooks, youth art, writing, and photography 
contests. If you were not at convention and would like 
to see the listing of winners, please go to our MFWC 
website; Lisa has them posted there. 
     The 2011 MS LEADS participants enjoyed a special 
class presented by Deborah Tierce, a well known 
motivational/leadership speaker. Then all the 
clubwomen who attended the Friday luncheon were 
able to hear her motivational words. Diane Rouse was 

selected to represent Mississippi at the 2011 GFWC 
LEADS seminar.  
     Congratulations to Sheila “Tinker” Forrester for 
begin selected the MFWC Clubwoman of the Year for 
2010. The Twentieth Century Club of Bruce celebrated 
an “Emmy Award” when they were recognized as the 
2010 MFWC Club of the Year. The scholarship 
recipients announced at the convention were Janae 
Harrelson, Hebron Memorial Scholarship, Bridget 
Haire, Challenge Grant, and Katlin Nolan, Sarah Peugh 
Butterfly Scholarship.   
     As soon as the MFWC convention was over, several 
MFWC members began preparing to attend the 2011 
GFWC International Convention in Milwaukee, WI. 
Suzanne, Judy, Jo Anne, Ivous, Rowena, Diane, and I 
enjoyed representing Mississippi on your behalf. It was 
certainly great renewing friendships and meeting new 
federation members from across the USA and beyond. I 
was pleased that Suzanne was able to attend the GFWC 
Board meeting with me; she will be ready to be your 
next president.     
     Mississippi clubwomen were busy at the GFWC 
convention. Suzanne was selected to perform a coveted 
task: timekeeper for the GFWC convention. Ivous 
presented a workshop on the Women’s History and 
Resource Center; she had so many participants that 
someone even got her handout with her notes. Jo Anne 
gave a superb Southern Region treasurer’s report at 
our luncheon meeting. Remember bylaws: Judy 
assisted with the revision of the Southern Region 
Bylaws and kept our Southern Region meeting going 
according to Robert’s Rules.  Diane represented our MS 
LEADS well, despite being so ill. Thanks to Diane’s 
collection of many ways and means items, Mississippi 
participated in the GFWC State Showcase event. It was 
a great success; just ask Judy or Jo Anne. We were 
skillful at selling, and I think that we were probably a 
top selling state. Finally, Mississippi was recognized ten 
times during the awards ceremonies. Suzanne and I 
were so pleased to race to the front of the room and 
accept the awards on your behalf. We even coordinated 
an outfit one day. Mississippi was proud to watch Judy 
give the Home Life Collaboration awards and Jo Anne 
give the website awards, especially since Mississippi 
won in those areas.  
     Within this magazine, you will find a few updates:  
the newest board members’ contact information, the 
updated dues form, and new membership initiative 
contest information, just to name a few. Please update 
your directory of information. Again, you can find a 
current directory on the MFWC website; Lisa keeps it 
updated. The dues form was updated to add a place for 
clubs to donate to MS LEADS. Mississippi has always 
had a very successful LEADS program and we want to 
continue with that program and encourage all clubs to 
send a representative. The donations will be earmarked 
to assist with the LEADS program. Furthermore, 
MFWC needs members; Suzanne has unveiled a new 
membership initiative that can give money back to your 
clubs. Be sure to see the contest guidelines! YOU can 
earn money.  
 To continue the celebrations that we have 
experienced this spring and summer, it is my pleasure 



    
     

 
4 

to tell you about the arrival of Lovedee Laiche. She and 
her mom Mandy, our Juniorette Director, are doing 
well. In addition, Shirley Hilburn is smiling brightly 
with the arrival of her new granddaughter, Lucy Kate. 
It might be a little early to sign these two up as 
clubwomen but one never knows. Lastly, June Vaughn 
has welcomed her new grandson, Caden. I am sure that 
he will also learn all too soon about federation work. 
Congratulations to all. 
 Again, it is my honor to serve as your president. 
I welcome any and all suggestions and will look 
forward to hearing from you. A special thanks to all 
MFWC clubwomen and clubs who unselfishly give of 
their time each and every day: you are all winners in 
my eyes. Your work is noticed, and it is great to have 
you on TEAM MFWC: One Strong Voice for 
Volunteerism. 

 
Love in Volunteer Service, 

Tammie 
 

MFWC 2010 Reporting Statistics 
 
Number of clubs in Mississippi        69 
Number of clubs who reported to state       42 
Number of members                 1,500 
Number of participating members               1,500 
Number of programs/projects               5,281 
Number of volunteer hours                       384,120.4 
Amount of dollars raised/donated        $725,911.10 
Amount of “in kind” donations             $513.296.00 
TOTAL DONATIONS                           $1,239.207.10 
 

You have been gracious and supported 
every GFWC program and project 

along with State Institutions, MPB, and 
of course 

My PSP – Feeding Fellow Mississippians 
with 

$62,986 
and 

4,943 
Volunteer Hours 

 

Thanks for your hard work! 
 

~Tammie 
 

GFWC-MFWC President-elect 
Suzanne Poynor 

     It is with thoughts of great pride for GFWC-MFWC 
that I send “Congratulations” for the amazing volunteer 
work of our MFWC Clubwomen for 2010. Celebrating 
that work was the highlight of my trip to the 120th 
GFWC Annual International Convention in Milwaukee. 
What an honor to represent such a wonderful group!!!  
Thank you for that opportunity. 
     In Milwaukee, our GFWC-MFWC President Tammie 
McCoy brought the Thought for the Day at the Opening 
Session. Tammie represented GFWC Mississippi with 

warmth and grace! Congratulations to Diane Rouse, 
our enthusiastic MFWC LEADS Representative, who is 
now a GFWC LEADS Graduate of 2011. Southern 
Region Treasurer Jo Anne Reid and Southern Region 
Parliamentarian Judy Martin executed the duties of 
each office with skill and ease. How exciting it was to 
have GFWC Mississippi called as Award Winners ten 
times especially by our own GFWC Website Chairman, 
Jo Anne Reid, and GFWC Home Life Collaboration 
Chairman, Judy Martin.  During the Convention, I 
gleaned as much GFWC–MFWC wisdom as possible 
from Rowena Drinkwater, Past President of GFWC-
MFWC and Southern Region, and Ivous Sisk who serves 
on the GFWC WHRC Committee and also a Past GFWC 
- MFWC and Southern Region President as we enjoyed 
fun and fellowship.   
     MEMBERSHIP, of course, was the topic of the 
Workshop I chose to attend. Many ideas and 
suggestions were shared.  MEMBERSHIP, once again, 
must be a priority for MFWC. I hope to incorporate 
these new ideas into our MEMBERSHIP Advancement 
Area.  Check Suz’s Snippets at www.gfwc-mfwc.org 
monthly for updates! 
     We will continue the GFWC Seasonal Recruitment 
Campaign!  Remember: “Three New Members is a 
GREAT Reason to Recruit This Season”.  Be sure to 
report the three new members to GFWC and be 
recognized in the GFWC Magazine.   
     Also, frequently check out the Membership Page 
on the MFWC Website at http://www.gfwc-
mfwc.org/GFWC_MFWC_Megaphone_Clubs.html.  
Each new member is represented by a  megaphone.  
Watch as our Membership Grows!!! 

     
Membership Matters in MISSISSIPPI!! 

 

 



    
     

 
5 

GFWC GUIDELINES ALERT! 
 

Take special note of the changes that 
have been made to the Fundraising 

Advancement Area guidelines and to 
the GFWC Photography Contest rules.  

Please adhere to this updated 
information when reporting and 

entering the contests! 
  

 

GFWC-MFWC Vice President 
Libby Everett 

         The MFWC State Convention in Raymond was such 
fun! If you were not there, you missed a great time. 
Congratulations to the GFWC-MFWC Twentieth Century 
Club of Bruce, Club of the Year, Sheila “Tinker” 
Forrester, Clubwoman of the Year, and Dixie Daisy 
Juniorettes, Meadville, Juniorette Club of the Year. 
Awards were presented to the clubs in attendance, and a 
wonderful PowerPoint presentation by Lisa Harris 
recognized all clubs. 
     Important Information! 

 Record your club activities this year as you go, 
and when reporting time comes, you will have 
documentation to assist you.   

 Please note that changes have been made to the 
GFWC Photography Contest rules. They will be 
in effect for this contest year May 2010-May 
2011. You can find these on the MFWC website 
www.gfwc-mfwc.org in the May newsletter and 
on page 11 of this Fall magazine issue. 

 Keep an accurate record of “Dollars Donated” by 
members to various Community Service 
Programs and Special Projects. If your club 
raises $20,000.00 through several fundraisers 
during the year, that total amount ($20,000.00) 
is reported in the “Dollars Donated” column in 
the Fundraising Advancement Area and your 
narrative would describe the ways your club 
raised the money. It is anticipated that the 
GFWC Report Form will be changed to better 
clarify dollars raised/dollars donated. For 
monies given to the various Community Service 
Programs and Special Projects, report the exact 
amount of “Dollars Donated” to each program 
and project. Example: Of the $20,000.00 raised, 
your club gave $2,000.00 to Arts collaboration, 
$5,000.00 to Home Life partnership, etc. 

 Another area of concern for most clubs this 
reporting year was in-kind donations. In-kind 
Donations are the dollar value of ANY resources 
other than money that are used or obtained 
by the club to complete a project. This includes 
anything donated to the club for that purpose 
(other than money) whether it is from club 
members or others.   

     I hope this clarifies some issues that came up during 
Judging Day and thereafter. Please do not hesitate to 
contact me if you need assistance. 
 

MFWC 2011 State Convention Report  
GFWC-MFWC Recording Secretary 

Sue Addy 
     The GFWC-Mississippi Federation of Women's Clubs 
conducted important items of business at the 113th 
Annual Convention held at Eagle Ridge Conference 
Center in Raymond, Mississippi, April 15 - 16, 2011. 
1. $500 was donated to GFWC designated for Japan 
Disaster Relief Fund.  
2. $100 was donated in honor of Carlene Garner to be 
used as needed for GFWC Headquarters. 
3. MFWC voted to participate in the State Showcase at 
GFWC Convention with proceeds used to defray the cost 
of the Mississippi LEADS delegate.   
4. The convention body approved 17 changes to the 
Constitution and By Laws as recommended by the 
Constitution and By Laws Committee under the 
leadership of Carolyn Huey.   
5. The recommendation for the nomination of Jo Anne 
Reid for Southern Region Secretary passed unanimously 
by the convention delegates.  
     These items were recorded in the 2011 Convention 
Minutes.  
 

GFWC-MFWC Treasurer 
Shirley Hilburn 

     My first year as MFWC Treasurer has truly been a 
learning experience, and I am forever indebted to former 
MFWC Treasurer Merle McLeod (who had this job for 
six years) for her hard work, guidance, and patience in 
teaching me my responsibilities. Thanks, Merle! 
     The DUES FORM is included in this issue of 
Mississippi Clubwoman. Please attach two copies of 
your club roster with names and addresses of club 
members in alphabetical order. 
     Remember that dues must be paid by November 1st 
to be an Honor Club and receive a Certificate at State 
Convention. The envelope containing the dues form and 
check must be postmarked on or before November 1st.  
Therefore, if it is being mailed the last few days of 
October, please ask your postman to postmark the 
envelope. That postmark is evidence that dues are paid 
by the November 1 deadline. If dues are not paid by 
January 1, 2012, the club will not have reports judged 
or awards given at District and State Conventions. 
     Donations are much appreciated! Do not forget to 
include your donations to the programs listed on the 
Dues Form. You may include “other” donations also.  
Send one check made payable to Mississippi Federation 
of Women’s Clubs (MFWC).   
     Memorials and Honorariums are thoughtful ways of 
supporting GFWC and MFWC. An appropriate card will 
be mailed to you, your club, the recipient and/or family.  
Please include the family name and address with your 
check. 
     If new members are added during the club year, 
please send the name, address, and dues of $25 ($20 for 































 

GFWC-Mississippi Federation 
of Women’s Clubs, Inc. 
2407 North State Street  
Jackson, MS 39216 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

           
 

MS Leadership Education and Development Seminar, Class of 2011 
Sponsored by the Malone-Sisk Education/Leadership Endowment 

 
Front (left to right) Suzanne Poynor, GFWC-MFWC President-elect; Carlene Garner, GFWC International President; 
Tammie McCoy, GFWC-MFWC President; Ivous Sisk, GFWC-MFWC Past President and GFWC WHRC Committee 

Member; Deborah Tierce, Guest Speaker; Susan Shurden, MFWC LEADS Chair; Back (left to right) LEADS Participants: 
Carol Shoemaker, GFWC-MFWC Fine Arts Club of Bruce; Melinda Shope, GFWC Twentieth Century Club of Ackerman; 
Eleanor Bayless, GFWC-MFWC Homochitto Heritage Club, Inc.; Lisa A. Harris, GFWC-MFWC Raleigh Woman’s Club; 

Terrie Whitehurst, GFWC-MFWC Iuka Twentieth Century Club; Lisa Barefield, GFWC-MFWC Twentieth 
 Century Club of Bruce; Rannie Gillentine, GFWC-MFWC Lanier Club of Okolona; 

and Diane Rouse, GFWC-MFWC Florentine Evening Club 
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